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JANUARY
Sunday
T wish T4 started kte?mﬂ N Jnur‘hul a lot earler
on, because whoever ends vp writing my Eiusu?hf
5 gonna have a lot of quuﬁum about rn?' life in
the years leading vp to middle school.

Luckﬂ?p, T remember Just about ‘"‘7’*““3 thats
hn??-mr.& o me since T was born. Tn fact, T
can even remember stuff that "hll??lhf.d' to me
BEFORE T was born.

Back in those days it was just me swimming around
in the dark, &uihﬁ h:kfli?i and -hkha naps
whenever 1 wanted.




Then one day when T was in the mddle of

a rul.l?r nap, 1 got woken vp +hese
strange noises coming from the outside.

rRE AR

At the time T didn't know what the heck T was
hun'na, but later on T found out it was Mom
?tuhﬂ N PUSIC ‘I'hrnush these sPukr_fi she ?u’f oh
her b:"?'.

T guess Mom fhnosh'l' it she Pl‘f‘d classical music
for me :‘ur?' &n?' before T was born, it would tumn

me into some kind of 5¢:h-'us.
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ﬂ\ou SPtdk:rs came mﬂﬁ a r-ir.rn?}wh:, nh& h‘hth
Mom wasn+ ?'Iafihs music, She was -h;ll'.n_g e
e‘urtrfﬂ\ihs 'l‘hn'l' was an'ha oh in ]’ﬂ.r‘ life.

TO THE STORE, WHERE SHE

And when Dad came home from work, Mom would
have him gve me a “ou-h?'-blw of HIS Jn;f.

.50 THEN I TOLD BILL, “1 DID

A




But that wasnt the end of it E.w:ry night, Mom
would read 1o me for a half hour before she went
to bed.

™R, LIMBKINS, 1 BEG
YOUR PARDON, SIR!

The ?raﬁlm s, my SI::F schedule didn# line vp
with Moms. So when she was iltt?ihs, T4 be

widt uwdkt.

T nchﬂ"?f wish T4 ?ﬂ-d more attention when Mom
was r:n&ina to me, 'l'hmsh.

i.i.



Last week in school we had a pop quiz on a book,
and T hadnt read it yet. T was pretty sure Mon
read that one 4o me before T was born, but T
coddn't remember any of the detalls.

42. What does
Oliver Twist ask
for that gets him

in trouble?

T guess the week Mom was reading that book, T
was b""f doing something else.

The trn'.'.?f 'I"h-'hs s, Mom didnt NEED 4o use +he
microphone for me to hear her.



T mean, T was INSIDE of her, so T could hear
every word she said whether T wanted +o or not.

I CRAVE PICKLES,
BUT I CAN'T EAT

T could also hear Just about EVERYTHING
that was hﬁﬁ:ﬁhs on the outside. So when
Mom and Dad SoJf all r-ush?* , T had 4o listen +o
THAT , too.




Tve never really felt comfortable when people are
acting affectionate around me, ESPECIALLY
when its my parents. T tried fo get them 4o

stop, but -ﬂwy never got +he message.

Tn fact, ﬂeryﬂihﬂ T 4ried ‘jusi‘ seemed to
make ‘H'\ihas WORSE.




After a few months of living like this, T had 4o
St-l' out of 'ﬂ-.:n:, and 'I'Lﬂ's 'Il"|‘|?( T was born
three weeks early. But after Mhﬂ hit by the cold
air and the blinding lights of the dtli\r:r}a room,
T wished Td just stayed put.

+he +ime T came into the world, T was -\‘nh'.l?e
s!-uf Jt?rﬁud and in a rml|?' h:us}a mood. So if you

ever see a P&c*turt of a hmhrh, now ?'nu know

why 'I'lnt?' u.lw?rs look ticked off.

Introducing
our little
bundle of joy

Gregory
Heffley

B pounds,
T ounces




Th fact, T STILL havent :nu5h+ up oh +he
sleep T missed, and believe me, Tve been trying.

YOURE LATE
FOR SCHOOL!

~

Ever since T was born, Te 4ried 4o re-create
the feeling T had way back when T was floating
around in the dark, hnf‘??' as coudd be.

Guagy




But wh:h }mu'r: Iiv-'hg, in & house with four o-l"ncr
?-toPl:, some fool is nlwiys gonna come I.Inhs and
ruin '|+uhﬂ$ for Tnu.

T met my older brother, Rodrick, a few Jn?rs after
T was born. U? to that ?aih'\‘ J ‘ﬂwggh‘i‘ T was
an nh'l?( child, so T was ?rrHy dih??ﬂih‘ft& to
find out T wasnt.

£
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H?' fm-il_y was |.'1n'r~.5 n a I"Eﬁ'll}( small apartment

back then, and T had 4o share a room with
Rodrick. He got the crib, so for the first few
manths of my life T had 4o s'.r.:? in the top
dresser drawer, which Tm pretty sure isn+
even legal.

T.I'-

I

snmim_l _Jaimimh;

-ll'"ql-—'_.
—

E.uh*hnﬂ)', Dad moved his work stuff out of the
room he was u!ihﬁ as an office and made it into a

hursery. 1 got Rodrick’s old crib, and he got a
new bed.

Almost EVERYTHING T had back in those Ju}rs
was a hand-me-down from Rodrick.

11



-l'lnt Hime mﬂuha came to me, i+ was either
wurn -out or covered in slobber.

b

E\r:h PACIFIER was a hand-me-down from
Ro&mk T don't 4hink he was ready 4o give it

vp, ‘?hnu\gh which n-s'n‘l' ::?Imh wh?r hes never
rtn’llf liked me.
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T+ was Just the four of us for a ’luhs time,

and then one day Mom told me she was gonna
have another bnlf. T was ahd she gave me +he
heads-up so T could be ru&;;.

When my little brother, thn?r, came along,
eve y 'I']‘noughif he was so cute. But what
'ﬁwy dont el yo about babies is that after
*ﬂ'\:y'r: born, -I'he?' have this black stub on their
bt'lly button where the umbilical cord was +ied off.

13



Eventually, the stub dries vp and falls off, and
the hl:-y 5a rtsﬁnr-lnokjns Iuliy button. The
thing is, ml:od:; ever FOUND Hunn;,r's stub.
And 4o this ‘l‘}" T'm sl Fnrihnid 4 gonna
ﬂ-.ow u? Mkhtft.

STOP PICKING

GT YOUR FOOD!

When T was a newborn, Mom put me in front of the
TV for an hour a &n?- 4o watch educational videos.

19



T don't know if those videos nr.mllf made me

uh}f smarter, but at least T was smart :mvsh to
'ﬁﬂurt out how o ?trl' on snmi'hihs, T WANTED
4o watch.

I ALSO fisurd out how to remove the batteries
from the remate so no one could 4urn the
educational videos back ON.

WHY ISNT
THIS THING
WORKING?

#

: 8%
7
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But when ?rnu'r: B hbf, yov cant rull‘-f get around
a lot, so there was ohl? one ?l-uu T could hide
the batteries.

HOW DID
THESE GET IN
HERE AGAIN?

- a

T +hink Mom shouldve let me crawl around on the
floor more when T was little, becavse T was WAY
behind +the other kids in n'y ?ln?(sruu? when it
came +o the ?]n?rsim stuff. While +he others were
sitting up and couch Sur-ﬁhs, T was s+l wnrkiha

on lifting my head off the ground.




%th one Jn?r Mom bwsl’ﬂ me 'H\ii ‘ﬂuhﬂ r.u“:d a
*Eub?r Adventures Action Walker," which was the
first thing T ever got that Rodrick didnt have
before me.

The Action Walker was AWESOME. T+ had o
million |i+te 5143:1‘5 you could entertain }.rnurs:l-r
with, Plus a cwp holder.

But the best thing abovt it was T could get
nh?ml'urr. T needed to 90 without ur.'lmll?r hﬂths
t0o WALK.

17



T could +ell that when T was in my Buﬁy Adventures
Action Walker, all my little ?h?;&rou? friends fel+
like chumps.

But then Mom read in some parenting magazine
that it wasnt a ﬂood idea to use l'mby walkers,
because kids wouldn't develop the right muscles
to walk on their own. So Mom returned the
Action Walker 40 the store, and T was back

to square one.

T+ took a long time, bt :*uhmll?r T DID
learn o walk. And before T knew it, T was in
?ruthu’l.

18



T was hoping Td have a head start over the
other kids because of all the work Mom had put
in with the classical music and the educational
DVDs, but the other moms mustve done that
stuff , Yoo, because the :nn?a-tiﬁah n Prml'wol
was pretty stiff.

T mean, you had kids in there who knew how
4o use buttons and Lippers, when T could hrt'l;(
figure out how o pull off my mittens without help

‘F fom a srm-u?‘

— Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff G

A few ofr-?r classmates could write their owh names,
and one or two could count all the way to Fif—iy.

19



T knew T couldnt ku? vp, S0 T decided 4o
+rr and slow tv:.l’?’aht else down b}( {udrhﬂ them
bad information.

ﬁfﬁﬁ%ﬁ

Hr Plnh kind of backfired, ‘|'].'\m'3]n lh&
?rmlwo'l teacher told Mom T wasn't lumha my
colors and shapes like the other kids. But Mom

said T was smart and that maybe the Fraﬁm was
T wasn't being CHALLENGED enough.

% _

So Mom ﬁ-:‘l'u"?( +ook me out of run:haal and had
me SKIP o srﬁJh to hh&crgﬁrhn But that
decision was a total disaster.

20



The kids in kindergarten seemed like GIANTS +o
me, and ﬂ».:?f knew how 1o do stuff like cut with

scissors and color inside the lines.

respecthl

T didn't even make it a whole r.h?f " khclnrsnr'l':n
before the +eacher had 4o call Mom 4o come get me.

The next ‘l"‘f Mom Eruugh-f me back +o ?ru:}-.od
and asked the teacher if T could have my :l.%)/
back, T Just ha?r. ?!a-ur academic record doesn+
follow you around, because i+ r-iaH' be +uu3h for
me to get a soo-d Jub later on if ?mflt find out
T was a kihétrsnr‘"rth dru?wf.

2\



thded?'

Th ?r:Hy sure Mom decided that whatever she
tried with me when T was li+tle didnt work out,
because she's 'h]:ihs a -h:rhlly different nP?ruuh
with thh?.

For starters, Mom ?reﬂy much lets thh}f watch
whahvtr he wants on TV, So l-uf. ku?s it on

this show called “The Srmrflr.s" +mh17-'fnur
hours a Ja‘y.

GROOPLE BLOP
POP. BOP BOP?

-

T 4ried to watch “The Srurples” a few times, but

T had NO idea what was going on. The 5rur?|ﬂ
have their own language that T quess ahly three-

rur-nlds can understand.

22



After thh?! watches the show, he gets
frustrated when no one in our fnr-ﬂ}( can

understand him.

But +he other Jﬁ)f Mom read an article in the
newspaper that said watching “The Srwrples’
nt‘l’ml'ly sets kids back about a year with ther

|uh5un3r. &:ﬂln?mm and messes vp their socal
skills, too.

23



Well, that explains a lot. Hahh}r doesn+ have any
real friends, and whenever Mom holds 'FI“?’.ﬁ"""F
at our house, Huhhr s the nhiy one who doesnt
interact with the other kids.

T think part of the issve is that 'I“"iahh;; doesn't
like 4o share his +nJr£. So when kids come over,
thhy locks himself inside our old Jn_g Sweetie's
exercise pen and ktci:s his h}"’ all 4o himsel{.

| | M |

And whenever Mom 4ries o st'l' Ma ‘o ?lnf
with other kids on his OWN, i bu:l:.?

ires,

24



At our church 'ﬂ“lt)f have this new ﬂ\ir-ﬁ where
-ﬂw.?' send all the [i4tle kids down 4o the basement
duriha the service so ‘H\t)& can ?la?' and color.

But the first time Mom dropped Manny off
downstairs, there was nnly one other kid in the
?lu? area, and he told Hihh}' he was a vampire.

&ﬂﬁ? %‘é?

T felt a little bad for thh?( because T had 4o
deal with a scary kid when T was his age, too.
T was stuck in preschaol with 4his boy named

Brn&!:?v who terrorized me :'h‘r.r?' {lnnh:t he 5n+

25



T +old Mom about Bru.Jl:?f :ur;( Jn}r when T came
home, and said T didnt want 4o go o school
dh}fr-lur't. But that summer Br'ud'lt? u.hd h’s Fﬂrﬂf
maved away, 5o the ?r‘u“tn took care of itself.

After Brncllc? maoved, Mom wrote a s+ur?' called
“Bad Bl’ﬁt“t?' , about a kid who ulwn?rs misbehaves.
Bru&iey was a bad kid in real ife, but in Moms
version he was ?rr,Hy much the devil.

Do not bite
the teacher,
Bradley.

Biting the
teacher is not
allowed!

T +hink Mom was uhn\ly gonha 117 and get her
s+ PUHJS’MJ. but BrnJ'Itf and his {-:l.r-ﬂy moved
BACK into our n:ishhrhuaJ the next spring, so
she had +o scrap it.

26



Even 'ﬂ\ough Mom never got her Bad Bﬁl.tll'ig?(

story published, she used it 4o teach Ml.hh?r about
how youre supposed 4o behave in preschool. And T
think that's one of the reasons Manny is so afrad

of other kids his age.

‘DONT POKE YOUR
THUMB IN THAT
BRADLEYT
= |

2/



Hﬂhh}' may not have any REAL friends, but
he has a bunch of IMAGINARY ones. Tve
kind of lost count of them all, but the names T
can remember are .Tut?', Fr.ﬁr. Dﬂhh?', Charles
Tribble, The Other Charles Tribble, "th Jim,
and J'ahhh?e Cheddar.

T dont krow how I""‘mhn?l came up with all those
fake friends, but believe me, o him 'ﬂ'\f.}r'r:
REAL. One +ime thn? took all his imaimr?'
friends to the 3ra-¢tr)' store and had a total
meltdown when Mom w??nstdl?' lef+ Charles
Tribble behind in +he frozen foods aisle.

Sometimes T wonder if thhf made vp his
m&mr}r friends so he could get stuff like extra
dessert after dinner.

28



Mom say's o we tell Hdhh?' his so-called friends
aren+ real, he could be “travmatized.” So HlJuﬂ
have 4o 90 niuhﬂ with i4.

IJuﬁ' l\oP: he grows out of this soon, because
i's getting kind of ridiculous. Sometimes T have 4o
wait untl all of Huhn?r's imaginary friends are done
uiiha 'ﬂ\t bﬁﬂ\rmn before I can 5!.'1’ .

ARRY P "
IN THERE!

£
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Ln+¢|y, l"\nhh}r has been Bhnir-ﬂ +'n£hgs he does
on his magihary friends. The other Ja)f he
smashed a 'fln-h: on the floor and +hen told Mom
it was J:ohhhr Cheddar, who seems 4o be the
troublemaker of the P«.k.

e

A B

Instead of punishing ﬂunh}.r for breaking a
?Irh: and +then | ing about i+, Mom gave a +ime -
out to .’J'al'mh?' heddar. What really stinks is
that the time-out chair is the brand-new recliner
in the 'Fnr-ﬂr room, 5o 1. couldnt sit in it o
watch television.




Like T said, T know this whole imaghary friend
thing is & bunch of hth.w--u':y'J but Hﬂhh?' acts so
serious about it that its kind of s?ml:}r Whenever
T g0 1o sit down somewhere in the house, T make
sure none of Hnnh?:'s friends are around.

The last ‘ﬂihﬂ, T need 4o do is ?hrf down on the
sofa to watch TV and Sﬁu'ih T;h)( Jim.

T45 not ke T'm mhhhs a lot of television
these days anyway. Mom is pretty worried about
Hdhhr nid Hf:LI skills, so she doesn+t like +he
TV 4o be on when Hunh}r’s around.

Rcc:nﬂ?f, Mom came up with this idea called
"anily Night,” where we ?I"]' o board game or go
out to dinner together instead of watching TV.



T guess the idea is o get us o interact with one
another more so it rubs off on H‘hhf‘

When we 9o out to dinner, we uSun“?i end up at
this Flm:t called Can'-.?'s anily-svlt Restavrant.
‘ﬁﬁ:?r have a rule at {:ﬂm?,*; that ?'nu*rc not
allowed o wear a +ie, and the first time we went
there, Dad found that out +he hard way.

"ﬁ\:r: are a few different suﬁhﬂ sections at

Carxls, but since we n|wn?'s have !""mhh?' with
us

 they ?u't our {nr-ﬂ;( in the section called
"Children's Alla?'."

32
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Tn Childrens Allty, T dont think -t-'m)» even

bother t'ur.ﬁnihﬂ vp when one fm-ii?r leaves and a
hew ohe comes in. So when ynu 5t'l' to )muf' 'fnblt,

there’s n!wu?rs r.rur-PI:&-u? m?kihs on +he floor
and half-eaten french fries on the seats.

ﬂ\l.'- first 4ime we went 4o Carh?"s ’ I Jidhl-l' r.l\::k

my seat, and T ended vp sitting on an atuh-fnud
peanwt butter and ‘jr.ﬂ?( sandwich.

'}

1- ?l}:
j’l ik, ':-:‘
[/

2R A
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Arother thing T hate about Children's A’Ih.-?' is
that youre right next to the bathroons, and the
doors are ﬁIHd?f! suih.&?h& open, so :fw can See in

there when ;;uu'r: +r7.'h5 4o eat.

Also, the service s TERRIBLE a4 Carn?('s, 50 we
always Just get +he buffet and serve ourselves. The

food is in these metal -t:?(s‘, and theres nlm?rs

stuff from one *I'rny mixed in with 'l+.t others.




At the dessert bar, -th:y have an ice-cream
dispenser where you can make your own sundae.
T know that sounds great, but theres a reason
most restaurants dont let customers operate the

soft-serve machines.

| % HELP

DESSER]

One of the reasons Mom likes +o g0 to Carhyls i$
that -Hw:r have a ball ?H . and she's hn?iha Hahhr
will learn 4o ?iny with other kids his agge.




But Mﬂhhy uﬂull:f Jus-l' buries himself in a ?i‘le of
balls 4o hide from the other kids and then waits
i out until it's time 1o go home.

Last ’ﬁwrscluf we went 4o Carn?f*s, ahd Mom
nr.+uu'||?' made thh? o in the ?lns*h'r. tubes so he
couldnt hide in the ball ?Hr. thh?‘ 3u+ freaked
out up +here, ‘ﬂ\ﬂu&h, and he was too scared to
come down on his own,




&ﬁanhﬂmih&hyqﬁzum&aﬂ
hhﬁmimsﬁtmlyminﬂa{mﬂyﬂw
was Small ehouallh to crawl in the fubes.

T 4ried dinﬁih‘s up 'I+.rnu5h +he area ﬁﬂ.hhy had
used 1o get to the tubes, but it was too tight of
a squeeze and T had 4o bail ovt.

R
N\ @\

: |
NS\
N ﬂ@\
That meant +he nnﬁy way T could get to mhhf
was to climb vp the iPirnl ?’Inﬂfc shde that empthies
into the ball pit: T am not a fan of dark,

enclosed spaces to btﬂih with, so T wasnt lookinﬂ
forward 1o crawling vp that thing.
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;7 f:l'ltd into the battom to make sure the coast
was clear, but kids iamred me and came sl;diha

down anyway. %

Once T made it past the traffic Jam and aot all
the way to the top, T started r.rnwliha around
'Hﬁraus the maze of +ubes 4o 'h}( and find
thh?'. Tl'\tl"t was ho ventlathon up there, and it
REEKED of d-‘l“‘l)' socks.

O O)



T realized T was the wrong person +o go looking
for l""ldhhy. though, because Tve nlm}«s been bad
at mazes. This fall me and Mom went in the corn
maze at Reymld's Farm, and Mom was counting oh
me to find the way out.

Bt T so'l‘ us 5o lost that Mom had o call 911

fm’ someone to come rescue us.

This time T didn't have Moms cell phone 1o bail
me out. And when some kid threw vp at one end
of the tunnel, all the other kids came rus’mha my
way to get to the shide.

3



E-"a“th‘t'uﬁ“y, T found Huhn? in one of the
tunnels, but ﬁ?r then T was ru&?' to crack uvp.
So one of the waiters had 4o climb vp and rescue

Hl.hh?' AND me.
|
&

o

The worst part of the whole experience was that
T had 4o throw ovt my favorite pair of Jeans
becavse T couldnt get rid of the smell of feet,
even after washing them with bleach three times.

W &

o

Saturday

T woke vp at 6:30 this morhing and couldnt
et back 4o sleep, which was pretty frustrating,
But that's been ]M??erihs to me ever since the
haihﬁh& of the fur.
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On New Year's Eve, Mom wanted Manny to feel
what it’s ke to be up at midnight without actually
l;ﬁihs him 5'1'4?‘ vp that late. So she set the
clocks in the house ahead hf three hours.

She didn't tell ME, ‘ﬂ'\wsll'n So when Mom and
Dad did the countdown with Hﬂhh)r, 1 -lJnoush‘!'
it was mdnight for REAL.

‘i



T ended vp going o bed at 10:30 that night
thinking it was 1:30 in the morning. So my whole
schedule has been of f {:7 three hours this year.

T don't usunlly wake up on weekends until Dad
li‘l‘ﬂ'i“)? Jr'nas me ovt of bed, ESPECIALLY
Jurins the winter, when its cold outside and it's
ruce nhd warm uh&:r ﬂ'\r. covers.
|[52F
T

E]

-

A

T remember a time last winter when Dad woke me
at 8:00 on a Su'l'urdu}e morhing and told me o a0
outside and shovel snow of f the wlkw?‘

T4 been in the middle of a reall 3oo1| dream, but
T was able 4o aet ovt of bed, shovel the Hﬂ“‘-‘.m}h
and 5e+ r;sh-t back into n?' dream without r-'ssihs
a beat.

42






This morning after T woke vp, T lay in bed for
a while -rrymﬂ to get back o sleep. é"ith'f'udl’ly*
T Just went downstairs and made ra?vul-f some
breakfast. Theres W‘?}uhﬂ smd on TV before
8:00 on 4 S-n-h.:réuy morning, 5o T decided o get
some of my chores over with.

Me and Rodrick mever have ehwah money to l'n.};
nhrlhhs, so Mom has been lanyih& us an allowance
to do chores. One of my chores is Jus-l';ha the r.lirins
room furniture, and thats what T was Jaihs. this
morning when T heard a knock at the front door.

“
¥NOCK.
¥NOCK!
NOCK

J

: ¥ nPth +the door and was SurPrLsucl to see Uncle
Gnr}' standing on the front steps.

Liq
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Dad came downstairs a minute later, and he didnt
seem ‘oo :hu.???( 4o see his ?munstr brother.

A few weeks back Uncle Gnr?' called Dad and said
he had a "once-in-a-lifetime” business opportunity
and needed a loan.

E 9

Dad didnt want 4o give Uncle Gar any money,
because Uncle Gnr‘y has a bad 'h'-:r.g record when it

comes o ?n?n'hﬂ ?:ﬂ?lt back.
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But Mom told Dad he should do it because Uncle
Gar?' s his brother and -anbr members should
nlm‘ys h‘-? each other out. Moms nhu‘ys su?*ihs
the same sort of 'l‘hihs to me and Rodrick. IJuH
lnn?c T never need a kiciht'y or snu+hh3 like
that, because if Rodrick is the vy T'm counting
on to give it to me, T could be in trouble.

Dad sent Uncle Gnr?- the money, and we hadnt
heard from him undtl tm]ay. After Uncle Gary
came inside the house, he +old us what Ba??tmd.

He said he met a 3..7 in Boston who sold T-shirts
on a street cormer, and this gvy told him that if
he wanted +o take over his business, he could make
a bundle.

A
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So after he got the money from Dad, Uncle Gur?r
bou&i'\'l' up the 3"}'}' T-shirts. But what Uncle
Gnr?‘ d;&h*'l' know was that 1'!\0: T—sh’rﬂ had o
typo on them, and b;; the +ime he noticed the
?rnHu-, the vy was 4|rud:f gone.

BOTSON

— o——

Urcle Gﬂl’;{ told Dad he needs o place +o s-hnr
untl he can get on his feet again, Dad didnt
seem too -'hn?? about that, but by then Mom was
downstairs, and she +old Uncle Gnr?! he can s-l'n?r
as Iuna as he needs.
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But w}wth Mom saw -}h: mﬂ.’h& vah in ﬂw. :irﬁir.wn)t ;
she told Uncle Gnr}( we didnt rull?( have any

room in our house for extra furniture.

H: said she didnt need +o wnrry. because he didnt
HAVE 4!1?( furniture. ﬂ'\: m"rinS vah was {i“td
with boxes of T-shirts, which we 5?th+ the rest
of +he morning |a-ndih5 into our garage.

I Jnn'i- 'ﬂ\ml: Uncle Gnr?f 15 sihrihs up on s:Il.hs
them, either. He unloaded one on Rodrick for
three bucks, and T think Rodrick feels ke he

got a steal,

48



iy
Living with Uncle Gury hasnt been easy. On his
first few riahh in the house, he slept on an air
mattress in Hﬁhh}(ls roor. Dut Uncle Gnr?r has
these nightmares that wake him vp in the middle
of +he night, and last Hurdnr he had o mﬂr
bad one.

THERE'S MONKEYS
IN THE WALLS!
THERE'S MONKEYS

B |

IN THE WALLS! | R
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So row Uncle Gar?t is slr.z?ihs on the couch in the
{‘“1?‘ foom, and thn}f'!, bed is in the middle of

his room, away from the walls.

T+s rul'l?' inconvenient with Uncle Gnr}« sleeping
on our couch. His bad dreams ku? him up all
night, and then he sleeps 'H\r‘uusl\ most of the
l:l-ly- That r:n'ﬂy stinks when yov Just want to
relax after school and watch some TV.

The person whos been affected the most I??r Uncle
Gery is RODRICK, +hough.
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Before Uncle E.ar?r maved in, Rodrick ?rur.'h'-m"?'
LIVED on the couch in the -fn.r-ﬂ?* room, :5?\-.:;::"}!
on the weekends.

Now Rodrick doesnt have nhf\vher: to go when
Dad kicks him out of bed in the basement on
Satur tln?‘ mmruss

The other 407‘ Rodrick came uPs-l'n;rs, and when
he saw Uncle Gnry in his spot, he just slept on
another fmﬁ of the couch.
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Dad has ruII?r been nagging Uncle Gnr?r about
finding a job, but Uncle Gnr}( says he's tried and

no ohe S \'dr;hﬁ.

Urcle Glr?v has never held down a _joﬁ for more
than a few J-ys. The last one he had was over the
summer, when he worked as a test subject for o

mnimh?e +that made pepper s?rdr. fn ?"H}' sure
[ quit before lunch.

LA

[=lg Il &

Dad wants Uncle G::r}e to get a job ke HE has,
where yov work in an office and have rr.adnr hours.
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But T dont think Uncle Gnry s et out for an
of fice an. and T'm not so sure T am, either. Dad
has 4o dress up for work every du}z in a shirt and
tie, and he has 4o wear dress shoes and dress

socks, too.

The n%mdy decided that when T grow up, Th
gohha have 40 find a Jub where ?rw dont need 4o
wear those socks that 90 vp ‘o )rnur knees.

Last summer Dad brought me +o "Bring Your Child
4o Work Pn.f at his office. But the people at
Dad's work mustve realized their jobs would be
barihﬂ to their kids, so H\c}« brouﬂh'f in all sorts
of entertainment.
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For most of +the Jn}n us kids s'l'ﬂ)f:ci in the
cafeteria while the grown-ups 50'! some work done
in their offices.

Toward the end of +he dn?‘. Dad brnusl\'lr me into
his office while he 4ried to finish up an important
pro J¢t+, so 1 sat there next 1o him and waited.
But T +hink i+ was hard for him 1o corcentrate
while someone was |uol:ih3 over his shoulder.
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Dad gave me money o 5\7 something from the
vending machine. He was Prnl'mﬁ? Just trying +o
get rid of me for a little while, so he wasnt +oo
th?}( when T came back a minute later with a
box of anbrﬂktrs.

Dad told me he rr.l||y needed 4o finish what he
was doing, so he asked me fo find somewhere else
to sit while he wrapped things uvp. He mustie
been n:n'.l?- distracted that &ay, *hwﬁh, because
he went home and left me behind. T r-iﬂH'*vr.
been stuck there all night if the janitor hadnt
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Anyway, Dad is pretty annoyed that Uncle Ga
hrs::yhu any E-nr:;ynhd?«-: been mooching off
him. Mom has n:-funlly started gving Uncle Gnr}r
an allowance even though he doesnt have to do
nh}.' chores for i, which feels wrong o me.

£33

T just hope Uncle Gdr}( uses some of his allowance
to pay for his own bubble bath. He used op all of

mine on the second Jﬁ)« he was here, and it's really
not the same when the water is cr}(shl clear.,
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g rtn’lly wish T didn't have 4o throw n:; Juhs out
a few weeks 499, because 'h:»cla?' at school T needed
1o look :}mr?. Were starting a ballroom tlﬁh:ihs,
vt in Ph?-s Ed, and Mrs. Moretta said each of
us needed 1o find o pariner.

So it wasnt a snn& dn?v +o be wuriha cnrd-uroy
?nh-hs +hat are three inches +oo short.

Mrs. Moretta said we were gonna choose parners
by wri+.ih5 down the name of the person we
wanted to dance with on a little s|£? of paper.
Then shed ao ‘|'hruu3'h the Fi:u.i of paper and
pair us up the best she could. That was the same

5)75‘11!1"1 she used LAST ?"u.r for the square eimn'r-.a
wnit, though, and T totally got burned.




T wrote down the name of +the ?'I"I.'H'iﬂ‘l' 5ir1 in
my class, Bnylu Ah'fl-.oh:;.

BAYLEE
ANTHONY

But she didnt write down MY name. She wrote
down Br,u Anderson, Just like every other gl
in the class. nyce ended vp ?rci:uhﬂ McKenzie
Pollard, and Mrs. More+ta nss.ianud Bn)(!u to be
my dance partner because T4 picked her.

At first T was ru’nl?- excited T got Bﬁ?‘lu as a
?nr-lw:r. But then T had 4o deal with THIS

kind of ronsense for three weeks—

I DIDN'T
PICK. HIM.

™
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guess Ba)du didnt want a r:Pu'l' of last ?mnr.
either, because +o-c|n?' she went around 1o all the
gvys who didn+ have a chance with her and let

DONT ANY OF YOU
G-ERDSMRITEW

i3

To be honest with you, T dont r‘u“f care who T
get paired up with as long as it isnt 'Ruby Bird.

T

RUBY BIRD

——
==

As far as T krow, Rl.)oy s the ahl}.' ﬂ;ri who has
ever been sus?uhcit& from our school, and that was
for b{ﬁhﬂ a teacher.
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Tn fact, the reason Rub}( uh'l:,r has one front
tooth is because the other one ended up in Mr.
Underwood's elbow.

I+rr+nh?n+17rn¢hM7uh=mv¢rI
come across her in the 'Mllmy, because she
terrifies me.

LADIES FIRST!
HEH, HEH!

L]
ool 4 @




But today T got worried that maybe Tve been
TOO nice and she mght think T actually LIKE
her. The last ‘ﬂ'.ihs T need is for 'Rub;f ‘o

write r-?( name down on that little sl-’P of paper,
because T know if she's my dance partner, Tl do
SOMETHING +o ml:t'.z:r mad and end up with
her other tooth in MY arm.

So T vset.’lrnyli‘l"’f'lzsli? nf?i?:r‘hﬁ)uhd make
sure that doesn+ hq??:n.

Please do not
me with Rub7/ EJIEET

Sincerely, Greg Heff ley

T even threw in a half-eaten uhd}.' bar T was
saving for later on to make sure Mrs. Moretta
comes throuah for me.

%Jmsdqy
Last nisH' 2 ?ra?ru! extra hard that T wouldn+t

end vp with vaf as my dance partner.
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Then T started worTying that r-ufbt you uhi}f
get a certain number of prayers answered in your
lifetime and I*m iJur'rihs ﬁrw&h mine too fast.
T'd hate 40 find out later on that T used up all
r-?' :’nH's, because T ve been nﬂma ke T ve 5n+ ah
unlimited sup?i?-.

1 Frnl'laH? need o be more careful about that.
This weekend the toilet in the upstairs bathraom
got :luss:d, and 1 ?rn?'cd that the ?lunhr
wouldnt use our bathroom after he fixed it.

For the record, T have about a 75% success
rate wi'ﬂw. n?f Prn?:r.rs. ]: Jnn"i‘ know n{ 'l"cm*l"s

good or bad, but one thing T preHy sure of
i5 +}m+ I'n never gonna st'l' a Iiﬂh‘l’iﬂb{.r for r-?t

L’r‘ﬂ‘-&ny, no matter how bn&l?' T want it
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Anywn?r, T think The got to be a lot more
s?:t.ii'»: when T ?rny for snndhhg, because 'I'mh?
i Pl'-?rs Ed rn?f wish was 3rnh'l':4; but Tim not
hn?w about the way ‘ﬂxin&s turned out.

A+ the Lts.ihrihﬂ of class, Mrs. Moretta called
out names for dance partners, and T held my
breath w]-n:h she So-l' to Ru‘b;,' Bird.




But M? got ihu'rtd vp with Freslty, and if ]rnu

ask me, that's a match made in heaven.

Q o ©

E.v:rﬁuull?r, Mrs. Moretta read out the last
grls name, and there were still a bunch of Boys
lef+ over, Eh:'-u&:'hﬁ me. There are a lot more
Bars in ny class ‘ﬂ\is fenr 'I'hdh 5,§f‘|s , S0t made
sense that not everyone got 4 pariner.

But still, T was a li+tle J;sn??n{nﬂd that no
ohe wrote my hame oh ohe of those li+tle sl.i?s

of paper.
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Then us gvys realized we werent gonna have to do
the ballroom dancing unit and that we could Just
?hy kickball on the other side of the gy for
three weeks.

But we celebrated a li+tle too soon. Mrs. Moretta
said that EVERYONE had 40 dance, and she
started pairing us bofs vp with ONE ANOTHER.
So *I'hr. next 'I'l;\ihs I. kh:w, I. wds dnndhs a
waltz with Carlos E scalera.




Hohd-ﬁf

Tn&nf at school, Phys Ed was canceled because
we had a general ussunH)' during fourth period.
T have to admit T was a little disappointed
when T found out, because believe i+ or not, me
and Carlos have ntmll?' been getting the hnns
o-F ‘ﬂ\t Hrthsut.

) dd

Mos+ ?ﬂn?h were ?!'!‘HT excited, -I'hovah,
because we havent had a general assmbly since
November. Thats when this l'x?e?hﬂ;s+ called +he
ﬂm:iha Andrew came 1o our school.

T the grand finale of his show, the Amazing
Andrew hf?mﬁud a line of ﬁ&hﬂ-srndtﬁ nto
thinking their arms were superglued together.
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Then he 4old +he vy hed uhﬁ'ru: +hem with a
msit wnr&, and when he said i 1']1:)‘ came n?ur'l'
Juﬁ' like +hat.

After school some kids 30+ into an nrg.-mnf
over whether the hﬁmiiﬂ was for real or if
1’}\05: Eiﬂl’\‘f]\-arndtrs were in on 'HM act nn&
Just faking it.
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Two of the kids who thought the Amazing Andrew
was a fake |ihk¢d '|~.|~|.I:II" arms, lh& 'ﬂ'\th Mar+in

Ford tried 4o hypnotize them into thinking they
were superglued +u5=+l\¢r-

Believe it or not, it WORKED. The 4wo kids
couldnt separate +heir arms, and +|~|:?! 'hrhﬂl?t
?nﬁthd. Mar+in +rE¢J salyihﬁ -l'}\e m&i: ward, but
he couldnt unstick them.
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The kids went back 4o the school, and one of
the teachers had to 4rack down the Al"ﬂh'h.ﬁ
Andrew at his Jub so he could say the magjc
word and st?nruﬂ them.

&
-~ 'u

T have no idea how the school chooses the people
who come in and do our assemblies. One person
-}h:?r brough-l- n last year was a guy called Strong
Steve. He gave a speech about how we needed +o
S‘hl.)' off Jruss, and then for his 3r¢hd finale he
ripped a phone book in half with his bare hands.
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Don+ ask me what r‘-'??ihﬂ a ?hm: book has 4o
do with staying off drugs, but the kids at my
school went crazy for +his 99- Th fact, the
librarian had +o ﬂ:?ldﬂ half the reference books
on our shelves after Sfrunﬂ Steve’s visit,

'ﬂit ?trinh I‘n re:nﬂf hnphs +he? DONT bn’na
back is +his singer hamed Krisstina. T think the
school likes o bring in Krisstina for assemblies

because her 'I?fr‘iﬂ are rull?r positive.

REACH FOR THE STARS
AND NEVER STOP
YOURE A WINNER

YOULL REACH THE TOP!
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Krisstina calls herself an “international pop
sensation,” but T dont know how she gets away
with that. As far as T can tell, she's never even
been out of the STATE.

®
“Krigstina
WORLD TOUR
Bhop-Mart Superstors
Middlatown Shopping Mall
Roll-a-Found Ekating Rink
Town Park Gazabo

Rickman Auto Center
Routs 1A Bowling Allay
Speadiascrub Car Wash

S

One of my favorite assemblies was the one where
a police officer came to our school and told us
about hms a nare. He said l'uanl: was to pose
as a l'h&h school student and then report on the
kids who were vp 4o no good.
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T thought that sounded like an AWESOME
Jnll. Tf T can get Fﬁ-’d to go to school without
doing homework or taking tests AND send all
the Jtd’.i to Jnﬂ, then that's the career for me.

MRS, JOHNSON! DAVID
MARKS IS SHOOTING
SPITBALLS AGAIN!

wami

After the Puliu officer came to our school, me
and my friend Rowley decided o start our own
detective dﬁt‘l"ﬂ‘.?‘.

§:[ZI: = BN =

—— . e . estdatmsche
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Uhfur'fuhd'fclf , there wasnt a lot of demand for
private detectives in our h:iaHnﬂwod, and
hnbody wanted to hire us. But we decided o
start 5?}(ih3 oh Fm?lr. ANYWAY.

T+ was ndunll?' a lot of fun. The great 'l'h.hs
about Inihﬁ a Pn’vnh ihvti‘i'iarl'nr 11 -Iilwi rw
can poke around in other ?m?'m's lives and i+

Jurl' part s }(our Ja’o.

13



We msﬂy focused our investigations on Mr. Millis,
who lives a few doors up the street from me. T4
not like he was &n-'hﬂ nn?ﬂhiha SUSPIiouS. T+s
Just that we knew he had all the movie channels
on cable,

Our detective agency fell apart, +‘I|'\OUSI‘|, after
we started ihﬂi'h'ﬂrﬁhs Sco puuslns. T4 let
him borrow a video game over the summer and he
said he lost i+, but T knew he was lfiha. So 1
sent Rawlt.y down to SmHyE house to get him
to cough it up.

& 'tuuslﬁ Rowltf how 4o act rtuﬂ?r *!‘nugh and
crack his knuckles a lot so ScaH?( would get +he
message that we werent {nulrra around.

[



But when Rowley didnt come back right away, 1
started to wonder what l-u??:m&. T went down
to s house myself to investigate, and T
uu&h'l' Mtf red-handed ?lnyih& "7 video game

with Stn'l"ly

t! :ﬁ

T had 4o fire Rm!ll?‘ on +he s?n'l'. and if T ever
start another detective agency, the first thing
Tm gonna do is hire & more inﬁrd&nﬁns enforcer.

An , ke T said, everyone was excited to find
w#f:z the guest was Fn? +odny's nssv:r-blf.
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But it turned out there WASN'T a guest. After
we Sat Juwh in ﬂ\t 5}"’" Vice Pr.'m'l:-nl Pw){ 3°+ up
on the stage and said the reason he gathered us
all ﬁaﬁhr was to announce that there was gonna
be a s?tml election o rr,Plucr. the student councl,

We had student council elections in the fall. But
the class officers were sk:?Fin‘S the meetings
because Myﬁ held &m’ih& recess, and T quess
the advisors got fed vp.

s

o
*

Vice Primifnl Ro)r said there are two conditions for
runhing for office. One, yov have +o be willing to
attend all the student council meetings. And two,
you cant have three detentions or more.
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T fel4 ke that second rule was directed at ME,
because T just picked vp my third detention.

In r-?! first ?rur of middle H}wﬂ'u an H&L‘ﬂ‘l-
ﬂrmkr told me there was a secret elevator that

went 4o the second floor, and that he could sell
me a special pass for five bucks.

That sounded like a _ﬁmﬁ deal o ME, 50 T
gave him five dollars for +he pass, which looked
?rrl"ly official.

ELEVATOR PASS

This pass entitles the
holder to unlimited use of
the middle school elevator.




But it 4urned out the whole 'ﬂ\ihs was a Scam and

there was no such -}hins as a secret elevator.

T4 been I\n!clinﬂ on to that elevator pass ever
since. But a few weeks ago T sold it 40 a kid
who's hew 4o our school.

thnr‘iw-h.i? , T wasnt careful r.rnuah, and T
got busted {7 Vice Prh:i?ﬂl Ra?l, who made me

return 'I'h: r"r.ﬂ"lt?f
o)
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He even gave me a detention, which really stunk,
because T4 given the kid a deal by selling him the
pass at l‘nﬂf Frh:t.

After the nssembly T realized something’ R-why
has never had a detention, so he'd be the
PERFECT candidate for student councl. T +old
him he should run, but he said he wouldnt know
what hed do if he got elected.

But that's where T come in. T told him if he gets
elected, 11| make all the 'I'ouﬂh decisions and all
he'll have 4o do is show vp for the meetings and
do what T 4ell him. T +hink i+s a GENIUS idea 3
because T11 get to be in power but T won't have

4o miss nh?-' recess.

I VOTE FOR
DOUBLE RECESS
AND HALF DAYS

ON FRIDAYS!
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T volunteered 4o be his campaigh manager so he
wont even have 4o f+ o 'ﬂ‘hﬁnr to get elected. So
we went to the bulletin board in the front hnllm};
to si&n Rwlt)( up.

T +told him he should run for one of the ‘juin:y
spots ke President or Vice President, but he
wanted to run for " Social Chair?-zrsan. " T have
no idea what a Social C-'I'mir?ersan does, but as
long as Rawhf gets to vote on the mportant
decisions, T'm fine with i,

H:Jmh;g

Yﬁ‘i‘t‘l’dﬁy some of the other candidates were
hdns.'ns posters vp in +he hlllwn?'s and huhr.i;hﬁ
out buttons and candy +o get themselves elected.
So we were ALREADY behind.
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I krew I was gonna have o dream vp sarnt'ﬂ'\ihs
bis to make sure Raw’ie?' gets elected, so heres

what T came vp with.

When the candidates give their speeches in the
S?rn, +he bleachers will be full of students. At
sports games Lve seen on TV, people in the
stadium paint their chests 4o i?t“ out messages.




Last hiﬂh-f T aet a bunch of Uncle Gur};‘s
T*Il'\ir'l's from the garage, 'I'vfhtd 'ﬂlth inside
out, and wrote a letter on each one so the
spelled owt "VOTE ROWLEY JEF

FOR SOCIAL CHAIRPERSON." T+ +ook
all night, and T went through about twenty
markers, but T knew it was gonha make a hﬂ
s?h;h at the o.ﬂtrnHy.

i

i 7 gt to school tnri?r 'todnr and gave each kid who
was Hi"iha 4o wear a shirt a prece of bubble aum.

—

But when we sn'l' into the sfh. 3t+h'h3 the kids
+o0 stand in the ris-'l'rl' order was like +r7ir|3 to
herd cats,
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The nhiy candidates who Bo'l' ‘o 54"'& :?ur.h:s were
the ones who were running for President. T was

?rr.‘H)' relieved 4o hear that, because when T had
Rowlt}e rehearse his s?uch for Social Cl'\iif?tl"iﬂh,

he was a nervous wreck.

GREETINGS, FELLOW STUDENTS.
MY NAME IS ROWLEY
JEFFERSON, AND I, UH...

“
.l"}"ﬂ'ﬂ'.
" & -_‘, IS_‘
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The first candidate 4o gve o s?euln was a 3.rl
named Sydmy Greene who is a straight-A student
and has never missed a day of school. She said
that if shes elected Fruiihh shell get better
tqm?nl:h‘l' for the rusic room and will organize a
project o put new protective covers on +he books
in ﬂxt lil:rnrf.

Next up was Br)(nh Bu'Hs?r. As soon as Vice
Prihc.ifd Roy called Br}mn up to the Pndhm,
everyone in the gr started r-kihs all sorts of
obnoxious haises.

T'm sure Bryan said a lot of interesting things
anhs his s?u:h, but you couldnt hear a word
with all that racket.
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T just hope Brynh doesnt run for President
w'hr.n }u’s d grown-up, because if hr. Jocs, h-'s
campaign rallies are gonna be RIDICULOUS.

The last candidate 4o 9o was a kid named E.ustht
Ellis. E-u&tm s the nhlf person running for
President who didn+ ?u-f vp ?uﬂl:fi or hand ovt

lollipops or '“fﬂ""“ﬂ like +hat, so hobml}f m’:l?e
took him Sr.rinusl?r.

3

E-oath:'s campaign s?uth was nh'l]r about ﬂ\.ﬁ}'
seconds long. He said that if hes elected
President, hell get +he school 4o rr.?h:: the
:l-.u? +oilet paper in the bathrooms with the
expensive, ﬁuthJ kind.

When E’"ﬂ""m finished his s?mch, the whole ?htr.
went berserk. Kids are ALWAYS :m?hirihs

about the toilet paper situation because the 17'9;*
+he school uses is ke snn&pﬂ?er.



An& from the reaction E.uﬂ:hc 3::1', I don+
+hink Eydmr or Br‘yun has a prayer.

Thursday
Just like T Fﬁ:dh:'l‘t&, E.uscm Ellis won student

council President by a landslide. Row’a:f woh, to0,
because |'n'. was 'H\r_ uhl?r ?crsnh wl-.a ¢:+mll?r siﬂmd
vp for Social Chairperson. T wish T'd known
that, because T couldve saved nynlf a lot of
hassle with those T-shirts.

The student council had their first meeting -h::h?(,
and Mrs, Birch, the teacher who works with the

council, told Eugene the school couldn't afford +o
stock the bathrooms with quil'huci tolet paper, so

he ﬁs‘ﬂ as well ;nr_ﬁﬂ about it.
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Word got around school fast, and Pm?’lr. were
pretty mad. The whole reason everyone voted for
Eugene was because of his campaign promise. Plus,
we do fundraisers for the school every year, and

you would think 'ﬂ'\c;f could take some of the money
we make and s?-ehJ i+ on some qmii‘fy toilet paper.

T thought the school would be rolling in ﬁw&l\
after the LAST fundraiser we had a few weeks

ago, h'hth we Sﬂ'H mh&? bars. I 'nﬂt +to si'ﬂ:
credit to whoever came up with the idea. The
school sent each student home with ﬁﬂy Chocolate
Crunch “P‘Jf bars, and we were Eu??aitd to go
out and sell them to our neighbors.

CHOCOLATY,
CRONCH

CHOCOLATE CRONCH |
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But I Jnh"f know a sihalt kui who Jif.ih*'t eat at
least +three or four :nh&)f bars before -H\e)r even
g0t home. Tn fact, T ate fifteen |:7 the +ime

Mom found out and put a stop o it.
?
= | \
\ ; Pl |
P £ L -

So a lot of famlies like mine had to write a check
to the school Just to cover the cost of the uhd?f
bars their children ate, T+ ?nsﬁﬁh: that Mbotl?‘
sold a single tnh&;{ bar Juﬁh& that fundraiser.

S-A'hrrdd?'

S?Mkihs of money, Uncle Gnr?' spent all of his
allowance +his week and asked me if he could
borrow some of MINE. When Dad found out, he

was prtHf mad.
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T4 turns out Uncle Gur}r spent his money on
scratch tickets at the convenience store. Dad told
Uncle Gnry hes got a better chance of getting
struck b)r lightning than winning the lu‘l“hl‘)!
and that hes just wasting his roney.

Dad ?rnlnbly should ve chosen his words more
:nr:{'-'ully. because now M-my wont step foot

ovtside if is raining.
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Scratch tickets are a sore subject for Dad anyway.
A few years ago Dad bought Uncle Gar)r a ruce
winter Jacke-t for Christmas, and Uncle Gcr}r gave
Dad a scratch ticket. Dad seemed a little ﬁhm?!ci
+hat hed spent all that money o Uncle G-r}'
and Uncle Gnry Just gave him a 3--F-'t +hat nhly
cost a buck.

Dad scratched off the little squares on the card
with a coin and he 5,:-1' three tlhtl"fir.i, which
meant hed Just won a hundred thousand dollars.

But it furned out the ticket was just a gag gift,
and it was a fake.
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YOUR FACE! HA HA!

1 \ﬁ?.

_{~.

We still cant mention that Christmas 40 Dad,
because i+ Just puts him in a bad mood for the
rest of the dn?-.

YOU SHOULD'VE
SEEN THE LOOK ON

What Dad REALLY wants is for Uncle Gnr?«

to get a job so he can move out of our house. Tm
starting to wish Uncle Gdr}f would get a Jnln, 400,
because ’lnﬁly he's been s?ehdihs a lot of time in
my room ?h?'ihﬂ on the computer.

He's addicted 4o this virtual-world game where you
can be nhrﬂ'uhs you want, like a ?::H{r.mh or a

construchon worker or a rock star.
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But in the game, Unele Gnry s just a vy who
doesnt have a job and Lu’s a bunch of scratch
hickets every dn?'.

SORRY, YOUR
SCRATCH TICKET
IS NOT A WINNER.

FEBRUARY

Thersday
There have been some pretty big developments at

school this week.

T+ all started on H“J‘)’ at the last student
counal meeting. The meetings are held in the
teachers lounge, and after the Treasurer, Javan
Hill, went 4o use the bathroom, he came out with a
roll of Pllow-Soft Ultra toilet paper.
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'ﬂw'l‘ means 'l'ht +eachers hﬂt been 'tru'l';hﬂ
themselves +o 3nn»d tolet paper while us kids are
stuck with +the dﬁm? stuff.

When Euatn: Ellis confronted Mrs. Birch, she
knew the teachers were +n‘1'nl|}! busted.

Mrs. Birch said that even though the teachers
use Pllow-Sof+ UHra, theres not truusl\ mahey
in the budget 1o stock all the kids' bathrooms
with expensive toilet paper, but she could agree
to a compromse.
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She said the school could allow kids 4o brihs "
their OWN rolls from home. And when the
announcement came over the |mds?uk=r, it was a
huge victory for Eugene Ellis and the rest of the

student council.

Tucs&n?' was 'HM first Jnr h’ds were nllm& to
bring in their own talet paper, and T think some
?m?it went a little overboard.
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Th fact , some kids brnuah'l' in so much tolet
paper that there wasnt tr'mush room to ft it in

their lockers, so -l'L:r carried their w‘:?ly around
with them.

E.Htfy'lhhs ?rabalaif would ve been just fine, but
at lunch someone +threw a roll of +4oilet paper at

sur-.glmly else, and within about fifteen seconds it
was a total madhouse.




Later +hat afternoon the Fr.'hr.i?ﬂ.l got on the
louds?uk:r and said that from row oh, were ﬂhl?‘
allowed +o b-ru'hﬂ five squares of tolet paper to
!:iwol a Ju?r. ﬂu‘!’ seems ke a ?r‘:ﬁ}( ridiculous
rule, because I dont krow ANYONE H:lw can

3\!"! by on five squares.

"f'eﬂtrdq?* a few kids aa-t uush-l' *arihs.'ha in more
than 'I"hr.?r were su??oud Yo, so how the teachers
are checking our bags when we come in through

the front doors in the marning.

Thorsday

B)r the time the Fn‘m’?al set that ﬁv:—;qunrt

limit last week, T4 nlrud?r stocked my locker with
about ‘I'ch'?}( rolls.
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The teachers do random checks on kids lockers
now, and T knew sooner or later 'ﬂuf were gohna
find my secret ctash.

T
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T wanted to make sure my iuf?l?e lasted +o the
end of the school year, so T needed o figure out
how +o ?ru'l'ﬂ.-l' it

T decided +he ahl?r way to do THAT was o have
a stall in the bathroom all 4o n}rseli' , ahd to I:::P
y tolet paper hidden in there.

So on Mot‘tlny 1 ?wkd a stall +that was Pr:ﬂy
clean and locked the door. ﬂ‘-th I crawled
underneath it to 3e+ out.

77



Next T slipped some old sneakers T brnuah-f
from home on the floor in front of the tolet 4o
make it look like the stall was nf.r.u?ie&.

e

@
®
L .

s

E.ur?( time T needed 4o use the bathroom this
week, T waited to make sure no one was around,
then T crawled underneath my stall door. T4
was like T had a -tih?r litle a?nr-tnch*l' in there.

Th {nﬁ, T wish T4 "l"‘aohsh'l' of this idea a
luha time ago.
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For a few Ja?rs my system worked great. No ore
even TRIED +o use my private stall.

DAG, 1S THAT
KID STILL IN
THERE?

Lol Ll =y

But then T forgot o pick one of the spare
shoes vp off the 3!‘&#\&, and T quess that
mustve looked ?rc+17 Suspicious from the outside.
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T+ wasnt |ah3 before ?:a?l: ﬁsurtd ovt T was
Lmrdina 1qu}-|7 tolet paper, and things fell
apart ?r.-.-!-\)' 11.-5&.1?' after that.

Frida
ﬁh';hk what the students learned from the +oilet
paper t:l?cl'i:l‘rf.t s 'ﬂ\a'l' f we want M‘H‘ﬁhﬂ 2

were gonhna hn'lrt 4o raise the mh:y on our owh.

So last week the student council brainstormed ideas
for a class fundraiser. The Vice President, Hﬁlnry
Pine, said we should have a car wash, and +the
S-::r:hry, Olivia Davis, said we shoud do a giant
?rnrJ sale.

100



T -I'*wugh we should sell caramel popeorn, but
either Rowhr didnt have his walkie-talkie wp loud

v.-hnush or ﬂtr?rho&:f was Jus-l' i&hﬂﬁh& me.

5 Thas TG One

E.uar.m Ellis 5u33r_1+:d a pro wresting mateh in
the aym and Javan Hil came vp with the idea of
a motocross stunt show. Dut 'H'il?' couldnt decide

which idea +'h=‘y liked better, so ‘I"ht.?f settled on a
mixed r-n'fu-:russfwrtsﬂ.'hﬂ event.




T think Eugene realized it was gonna fake a lot
of wark o pull something like that off, so he
nssnaned it 1o his Vice President. H.Iiar‘y formed a
Fundra 1Sihg Committee and 9ot her friends on the
student council +o Join it.

Hﬂhr)' rep orted back to the student
munn'l 4 M +hat e\rt ha for the event was
?lnhhtd but that +he E.rnclrms:hs Committee had
made a few “small r.hnhses' o the original dea.

FEBE

Somehow the motocross/) wru*l'lihﬂ event MFPM
into a VALENTINES DAY dance. E.uatht and
the o'ﬂ':r.r 5"'?5 wanted 4o :'{ﬂhﬂ: i+ back " but
Mrs. Birch said -I'l'uty had to respect the decision
of the Fundraising Committee. T m sure the truth
is that she wasnt rmlly crazy about the idea of
motorized vehicles in the gy to hain with.
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Ever since word 3u'|' out about the Yalentine s Du?:
darce, it's all ahyone can talk about at school.
The girls seem really excited, and -sz?' re freating
i like some sort of mddle school prom.

laF11ER

There's nlm& a Dance Committee, which
Ruwi:y got 'mr*tcl 1o be on since he's the Social

l’lﬂrr?trmn ‘In Jus'f shd ‘l‘htrts some male
representation on that committee, because if
the girls have their way, Krissting will be the
entertainment for the night.

Mast of the bn;,rs couldnt care less about the
dance. Tve heard a bunch of guy's saying there's
no wn?‘ 'H\t?r: gonna Pﬁ?" three bucks +o ao to
a dance in the school gyrnasium. But +hat all

r.hnnsgd earlier this week when the first f.‘.an&)'
Grams su'l' handed out in homeraom.
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The Cahd?' Grams are invitations 4o the Valentine's
Di?( dance, and the Dance Commttee started
il“u'h& ‘I'l\tn at |uh:l’1 ‘I"'ht a‘ﬁi:f Jn?r. If }fnu F‘?
MM?-{'.H: cents, ?mu can send a thé?( Gram +o
uh?farm ?ruu want, and Bry:t Anderson ar.r'r ones
from at least five different grrls ri&h'l' off the bat.

Dear

It would be “sweet™ 1f
you'd go with me to the
Valentine's Day dance!
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After the first wave of Cﬁh&r Grams aot
delivered, some of the boys who didnt get one got
Jtuinus of the 9vys who DID. Now all of a sudden
EVERYONE wants 4o 90 to the dance because
no one wants 4o be left out. So ?u-tr.r:lny at
lunch there was a big rush on Cuhdy Grams.

Like T said before, there are more {!o?‘i than

grls in my 3!’#&! +his year, and T think a lot of
ﬂuys are nervous ‘H'qr. re not gohna end up wi‘l'l-n a
date to the dance. So most of +the inys are acting
rm";,' different whenever o 5.':'1 is around.

At lunch, guys usually take spoonfuls of mashed
potatoes ure\?ﬂ.':k them up at fhe celing 1o 4ry
and get them to stick.
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Dont even ask me WHAT ‘\"Ltf put in the
potatoes that makes them stick like that.

o @.ﬂ:m A

PR

Sometimes T forget 4o look vp before T find o
place to sit.

The agrls rt.n'.lr hate the mashed potato 'ﬂ'\-'hs,
and thats wh}! 'f'ht?‘ sit on the other side of +he
cafeteria, But now the i‘mys know 'I"'h:y'r: not

Wsﬂmn{*hgﬂs +ﬂﬂ)ﬁ+"l'ﬂ‘l€ﬂ+ﬂ
the dance if ﬂ\:?e act lke jerks.
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T can el i4's hard for a lot of the bays to be
mature in front of the girls. So some guys are
acting out when +there arent any s;rh around.

Were in the middle of a basketball unit in H‘n}!s
Ed, with the airis ?ld}(ih& on one side of the gym
and the 5:75 on the other. The other Jnr +this
kid named An-l-hnhy Renfrew thought i+ would be
prety ﬁmny if he ?nnﬂr.r] Daniel Revis when he

was shooting free throws.

E\fnrybn-cly IHUSLCJ except for Daniel, but later on
Daniel got An‘bhohy back when he was going for
a |nyu?. After that it was a free-for-all, with
everyone pantsing everyohe else. So things have
been AWFUL since then.
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Now :v:rym's so paranod about getting pantsed
that no one will even stand up during our
basketball scrimmages.

> =

Tve even started wearing +wo ?uiri of sharts
under "'f smﬁmﬁs for extra insurance.

W oW %
j —

'ﬂv'hgs have gotten so bad that Vice Prim'?ul
Roy' came into the g +o:ln7 to lecture the 5075.
He said this was no laushiha matter and that
anyohe uuﬂlﬁ pantsing anather student would

be suspended.




But Vice ?rihd?d R"f should ve watched where he
was standing, because some kid snuck under the

bleachers and got him Fﬂ:H}( saocl

Whoever did it escaped before Vice Principal Ra?'
could catch I'uﬂ No one knows for sure who it

was, but the name theyre using for +he i5
'ﬁ*.: Mad Pantser. 7 suy

Tuesday

Iﬁ"i been about a week since 'H".e?e ntroduced 'H'\u:
Cah&;( Grams, and I m getting a litte concerned
that T havent gotten one rt-h T e never ﬂma
potatoes on the ceiling and 1 Ve never ?m'fsr.é
anyone in my life, so T don't know what a

h:LS to J? to impress a girl these 4n.ys. i
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T+ seems lke eve avy in ry homersom has
gotten a Cﬂhd}f ram. Even Travis Hd:t}: got
one, and hell eat a crust of pizza out of a trash
can if ?'nu give him o qunr‘"l'tr.

WOO HOOy

Uncle Gnry was ?h ing his computer game in
room the ather ris{'l' , and T told him about
Valentine s Dd?r dance and the Clhd‘y Grams. Believe

it or not, he gave me some rully good advice.

Uncle Gary told me the best way to get a ﬂir'ili
attention is ﬁr making ywrs:hf look “unavailable.”
He said what T should do is im?' a bunch of
Cnhﬁ}r Grams and have them all delivered o
MYSELF so the grls would think T was a rull;r

hot ?I"ﬂ?tl"‘l}'.
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?roh{ﬂ?r shouldve thought about talking +o
Uncle Gar?e a lot earlier. He's been married
something like four times nlm&?r, so he's an
EXPERT on relationships.

chhr:lnf 1 ba-ughi' +wo dollars worth of Cth?'
Grams, and 'l‘oclu?f in homeroom +'hr.?r were delivered
to me.

T Just h:?c this works, because that two bucks
was my lunch hﬂht}'.
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Friday

57 ’Ntclm.sdnr T4 blown through five dollars,

and T realized f T h?*l' hrriha Clhtif Grams
for nfs.t”, T was gonna starve to death. So

T decded 4o I'l:‘h.li“?" {17 a Cth:if Gram for a
GIRL and see how that went.

"I"r.s-f:r&ny at lonch T bought a Candy Gram and
sent i+ to Adrianne Simpson, who sits three rows
Am?f from me in E-P'Bts}h But T didnt want 4o
risk ? whole quarter on one person, so T made

3a'|' r-?r mm?"s worth.

sure

Dear Adrianne,

It would be “sweet™ if
you'd go with me to the
Valentine’s Day dance!
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Adrianne and Julia were both glving me Jir‘ff looks
when T walked into class 'I'mlnr, so Lm assuming
it's a no from both of them.

T realized a thdr Gram isnt the ONLY way
to ask a airi 1o a dance, ‘thaogl\ There’s a 5«‘.
hamed Lﬁg}ﬂhh Marlow who sits in the same chair
for homeroom that T sit in for His-tary class. So
T wrote her a note on my desk, and i+ didnt

cost me a cent.

Uh{arhmﬁl}r. T forgot that after-school
detention is held in the same room as History,
50 some maron jumped in with an answer before
Ltiahnm even had a chance o read ry note.

i Len - - H..i“ W

i dance ﬂ
to the with, Dear G
Just let me know ?E..{Eﬁ 1 ﬁl 9o to
by writing back. sne dance with You

1S, will
Greg He{Tle’ "-""‘d_p el

» m'E?
\ Q’ﬂ“’wy




I'rn ?rtﬂ}r nervous, because it seems like -ﬂw.rt
arent rt.n'lly a lot of 3irls lef+ to choose from at
this point.

One sa'rl who doesnt have a date ?'H’ s Erika
Hernandez. She just broke up with her Bo)rifrimcl,
+this kid named Jamar Law, who is famous in our
school for Sr.ﬁinﬂ his head stuck in a d\nir. "ﬂ-.e
Jantor even had to cut him free with a hacksaw.
T4sin the )(:nr!loﬂk and :'uryﬂ\ihs.

Suicky sitmption: Joenar Low pris u leide help from b, Lesos alicr
griting his head wnack in o chair during Wre. Moren's et ¢le

Erka is rull?! ?rt‘Hy and nice, so dont ask me
what she was 'i'hirkihs when she started going out
with a doofus like Jamar.

4k



She WOULD be a+ the top of my list for the
dance. But T'm worried that if 'ﬂ\ihss worked out
between me and l'n'.*r:+ T4 nlw?'s be -H\ihkihs about
her t:-bof{rithd and T wouldnt be able 4o 5&
?ﬁ‘l' it

The Erika Hernandez situation has made me
wonder what other 3:':'1: r-iﬁh‘l' have a Jamar Law
in ther past. T+5s hard 4o ku? track of who
has gone out with who in y school, and thats
important information when ?m-u'rt looking for a
date to the dance. So T drew vp a chart o see
how :?:r?‘nh: in rn;,' 5r:l4= is conhected.
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Thve still got a lohs way to gp, but heres the
incomplete version.

The person T'm worried about is a b“f named
Evan Whitehead. Tve heard him brnssihg +hat
he's kissed a bunch of different Sir'ls in my ﬂrnét.
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But last week he got sent home from school
because he had the chicken pox, which T didn't
even know you could still GET anymore. So who
knows HOW many girls Evan’s infected.

One grl Ih ?rd-l?r sure Evan never kissed is
Julie Webber, because she's been going out with
Ed Norwell since the fifth grade. But Tve
heard their rr.ln*l'inhs]\ifa 5 a litte shnk;; +hese
Jur:, so Im gonna do what T can to hdf s?ud

thinas alona.
ngs along mmtﬁ\

THAN WM/
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Tuesda

Unele glf'?( told me that if T want a 3;!"' to 90
to the dance with me, T'm gonna have to ask her
face-to-face. Tve been +ryih3 4o avoid +hnh but
T +hink hes ?ruhﬂy risl'rh

Theres a Siri named Pr.rfm Ellis who Thve ﬁ'hﬁ)ﬁ
kind of had a crush on, and when T saw her
drinking from the water fountain yu-hnin}r,

T stood there and waited ?n'ﬁ:hﬁy for her +o
finish, But P:rh:h mustve seen me out of the
corner of her eye and realized T was gonna ask
her 4o the dance, so she Jus-l' kt?"' Jr.'hkihs and
Jrhi:ihs while T stood there like a Jn?m

{2,

E.'urm*tmﬂy, +he bell rang and we both had o 90

to class.

1M
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1 hr:lr know Ptrtnh, so maybe it was a bad idea
to +r7 and ask her anyway. realized T should
probably stick with girls who Tve got some kind of
a connection with. The first person +o come o mind
was Bc-i'lnnh?‘ Breen, ry lab partner in Science.

B T, ot thondc e stk gl
impression on Be#hahy. \We're in the middle of our
nm'l'ony unit, and for 'l'!".r. ?-ns'l' few Jﬂfi weve
been dissecting frogs. Im mll?‘ squeamsh when
it comes to that sort of 'ﬂ\ins, so 1 Just let
B‘:‘!‘hnh?f do the Jimﬂiha while T stand on the
other side of the room 4rying not 4o throw up.

Seriously, +hou3]\, in +his cia.y and age T dont
know H{f were stil wihting open {roﬂs 1o see
what's inside them.
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1f sur-:ﬁocl?‘ tells me theres a heart and intestines
inside a <|'-.ru5* T u'.i|’|ih3 to take their word for it.

T was prety 'hn?]_:?' 1 9ot ?ﬁirgd up with
Bﬁhh?r as lab partners. T remember back in
elementary school, whenever a teacher picked a bo}«
and a girl to do mﬂurg '|’53ﬂ’ntr‘. all the other
kids would 90 CRAZY.

WOULD PETER
AND LISA PLEASE
CLEAN THE
WHITEBOARD?

When T got ?dr.ui to be lab pariners with
B:'H\nn?, T was hoping for some kind of reaction
from the rest of the class. But T guess ﬂ:ryam*s
outgrown that stuff.
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Wbﬁ:ﬂ
RIMGLPI’S?I

%%ﬁ

Even though T havent .n?rr.ss:d Bt-l'hah

my dissection skills, T s+ill M&h't 3 nﬂh‘l‘
have a shot with her. T dont want +o brﬂs or
nr-.rl'hhs bt T HAVE been o pretty hilarious
lab ?nr-l'mr.

LOOK AT ME!
I-EEI-EEHEE

=CUIENEE

A+ the end of the th?' ?fu-h:r:hf; T walked vp

to Bethany when she was getting her coat out
Chee b
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T admt T was a li+He nervous +i|l.'.|'h5 to her
even though we spend Fnri?'-ﬁ\u minutes every
le as lab partners. But before T got a single
word ovt, T started thinking about the frogs.
So T don't think i#'s gonna work out between me
and her.

|
|

L:

=9
1

Las+ I'ish-i' when T was *I’:llihs Unele G-dr)f about
what hf?r.m& at school, he sad my ?roblm
i5‘|+A'|'I'H'ITrih3‘I'ﬂ&n$5nhh?'uwhiﬂiI
need a "whamh“ to l'\t|13 me look 51:0& in front of
the girls so it's easier o ask one out.

Well, T +hink Runk?' would be a PERFECT
wingman for me, because he makes me look 3094

Jurt 5?' L:ihﬂ himself.
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Tadn}r T asked Rowlr.?r to be my wingman, but he
didnt really understand the concept. So T +old
him it's Juﬂ like h-uhs ny tampaigh manager, but
for the dance.

Rawlty said ruy& we could be EACH OTHERs
wingmah and In,d? each other get a date o the
dance, but T said we should do this one person
at a time. T feel ke we need to get my
situation taken care of first, because getting
Rmrlc;; a date to the dance could end up bejhﬂ

a Inhs-ﬂrn ?rujt:'l'.
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We gave the wingman thing a 4rial run at lunch, but
T +hink +there’s still a lot of room for improvement.

I HEARD GREG
HEFFLEY HAS REALLY
STRONG MUSCLES.

\ AT de=

A

i
rJrilrd

Thersday

On +he walk home from school -I'uh?-. Rau’le}r told
me he heard from a 5.4'| on the Dance Committee
that Al?fssu Grove just broke up with her
hﬁr&t.hcl and is lmi:ﬂwﬂ for a date to the dance.

See, thats EXACTLY whr T made Rowl-:y n?'
wingman. N}(ﬂn s one of the most ?o?ulnr grls
n my school, so T was gonha have to act 1ﬁtk

before one of the other 3aah:rs in my class got
to her.
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When T got home T called Alyssa’s number right
away, but no one was there. ‘\{: answering machine
'fﬂ:ktd vp r‘u"y fast, and the next ‘H\m& T knew
T was leaving a messaqe.

UM...YES,..THIS IS

GREG HEFFLEY

v UH, I™ CALLING
REGARDING, UM...

YES
1 hit he "pound” key on the phone so T could
delete my message and start over. But my second
message wasn+t that great, either.

HELLO, THIS IS GREG
HEFFLEY SPEAKING,
AND I™M TRYING TO
REACH MELISSA TO
SEE IF SHE WOULD
BE INTERESTED IN...

z
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T mustve recorded twen messages, becavse T
wanted o get it just r.‘;{-h But Rawle?' was in
ﬂ\t room ui-tl\ me ihﬂ 1o s-hnr mnfhhb( silent,
and whenever T looked at him T Just r.nn?iml?r
lost i.

HELLO, THIS IS
|GREGI-EFF‘|£YM\D

o | W,
_~ B Lﬁ;A

(4]

—

After a while me and Rwit?r were just 'l‘rl'nllf
having fun and goofing around.
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T knew there was no way T could leave a serious
message while Rowlr.y was at my house, so T
deleted the last one and hung up the phone. y
'fiauft.d I nisl.'ﬁ as well ‘juﬂ' wart untl tomorrow
morning and talk 4o Aiysu in person,

But what T didnt know was that hitting the
"?nuhdu l:r.?' didnt delete my messages oh +he
Groves' voice mail i?fﬁtn the way it does on ours.
So after dinner hﬁsH there was a knock on
the door, and i+ was Al}rssu's father.

Mr. Grove told Dad that me and H?' friend had
lef+ 'i"nrl:h‘i?‘ ?rnhl'. messages oh his machine and

+hat hed apprecate it if we never called his

huusr. 43¢.ih.

So 1 guess T gonna have to scratch Al?rssn
off r-?' list.
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Monda

Uncle éif}f told me f T rulI}f want to send the
rigH s-’amls to 5.'1'!5 at sr.':wl, g ¥ nisl\-l' consider
uf&rh‘hs r-?' wardrobe. He said that mrihs a
new shirt or new shoes nim?fs makes him feel more
confident, and it might work for me, too.

The thing is, T really dont HAVE a lot of new
clothes. T4 sn?f about 90% of tlt:r?r'ﬂxinﬁ T wear
s a hand=-me-down from Rodrick. Mom would say
thats an exaggeration, but all you have 1o do s
check the tags in my underwear for proof.

T never rullf cared much about what T wore, but
now Uncle qu'y has me mecrihs o my wardrobe
11 Hdvhg me back.
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This weekend T asked Mom if we could go out and
get me some new jeans and shoes so T could rullr
look sharp at school, but the minute T said it T
wished T could +ake i+ back.

Mom gave me a long s?u:h about how kids in
r-u'l.Jr&'lt Hl'enol focus +oo nﬂh on appearances, and
how if we 5Pr.n+ half the +ime on academcs that we
do on Jtcidihs what to wear, our tﬂuh'!'l’?f wouldn't
be ranked hth*fy-i".'rfﬂ\ in the world in math.

T shouldve known Mom wouldn't run right ot
and 1«7 me a whole bunch of new clothes. Tn
fact, when Mom was on the PTA, she started o
petition pushing for school uniforms because shed
read some article that said kids who wear vniforms
do better in academes.

129



Lu:i:fly, she didn't get =huu3h s-'am-tur:s;h--l'
word got around that r-n?f mom was the one who
started the sf.lhn-ul uniform ?tﬂﬁuh . and -I'hcre was
a stretch of a few weeks where T had 4o wait o
half hour at the end of each J-ﬁy before i+ was
safe 4o walk home.

il

Since Mom wouldnt take me out clothes sl'soFFiha,
T decided to start Pakma around the house to
see if there was nh?ri:l'ﬁhs cool T could wear.

I started |a7 3nihs '\'hrauﬁh Rodrick's dresser
drawers, but T dont think we have the same
taste when it comes to clothes,
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Unele Gnr?f told me T should look in Dad's closet,
because sometimes grown-ups have "mn+n5:"
stuff that looks cool. I"u never seen Dad wear
nh?fﬂwiha cool in rﬂ}f whole Ht, but I was m".hﬂ

to gve it a '11'7'

Tm slnﬁ Uncle Gu.r}e gave me that tip, because
believe i+ or not, T found EXACTLY what T was

luul:r'hs for in the back of Dad’s closet.
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T+ was o BLACK LEATHER JACKET. The

never Seen F‘nr.l wear t, So I Eﬂurtd ht mustve

bwgh'f i+ before I was born.

T had no idea Dad owned nn}"f}unﬂ, +hat cool, and
+ kind of md: me see him in a whole new ]éﬁhﬁ'.

Wy L
| i
iy LTTTTTTOe L |IH:IHIIHIIIH'|"

1 ?u-r i+ on and went downstairs. Dad seemed
?ru:‘H?' Sur?r‘.ud 1o see his old leather Juckﬂ,
and he said he flnush*l' i+ back when he was first
Aﬂ'hh& Mom.
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T asked Dad if T could borrow i, and he said he
didnt need 4 ih?(mrt so it was OK by him.

Unfortunately, Mom wasnt on board with the
idea. She said +he Jnckt+ was m.)e too expensive

for a mddle school student +o wear and +hat T
r-us:h'l‘ dim&: it or lose it.

A

T +old her that wasn+ {mr, because i+ was J',us'l'
sitting in the closet 3***“-'“5 dust, so it didnt
m“}f matter of iunt'ﬂwiha hn?Pt.hul to it. But
Mom said the Jn:kt‘l’ sent the -wrnhs n:ssns:" and
that, besides, it wasn+t a winter coat. So she told
me to put it back in the upstairs closet,
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But when T was in the shower this marning, 5
Just couldnt stop ﬂ\.'h]r.ma about how awesome i+
would be 4o wear that ﬂ\al‘ﬂ 1o school. T knew T
could Prubaﬂ?r sneak it ovt of the house and put it
back in the closet later without Mom even naticing.

So while she was -f:r.dihs Hdhh?' breakfast, T
went upstairs, 3fﬁl‘l$td the _jntkr.*l' , and sl.'??t&
out the front door.

="

The first ﬂ'\ihﬂ T have 4o say is, Mom was rish-l'
about the Jntktf not I:-:iha a winter coat.
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That 'ﬂ\?na didnt have ‘hf sort of iihihﬂ , angd
Lul{m}r +o school T was starting to r:uil?e regret
n?' decision.

H}’ ﬂln\rts were in r-n?r winter coat at har-r., nhcl

my hands were FREEZING. So T shoved them
in the ?ockrl's of the J'ir.kﬂ, but there was

M‘l'}ﬁhﬂ in ul:h ohe.

There was a rull?r cool pair of aviator smﬂlnssu
in one of the Fn:krh'., so that was a borws. Tn
+he other there was one of those ?::‘turt ﬂri?s
?‘nu gtt ata ?l\a‘?ﬂ booth in the mall.
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At first T didn't recognize the people in the
picture, but then T realized it was Mom and Dad.

t mll‘y wish T hadnt seen that right after
eating breakfast.
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When T 5n+ to s;l'wol, t'ur?' head turned in n}e
direction as T walked down the lwl'.uuy.

=1
—

— —
— —
—

Tn fact, T got so much attention that T
decided 4o k:tp the Jnd:rl' on the rest of +the
4-7. T felt like a whole new person in homeroom.

AddR

A few minutes before the bell rang to start +he

d'ny, there was a loud khﬂtkihs on the lidHe
window in the door.
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I Juﬁ about hn-:i a heart attack when I saw who

it Hﬁs

@

"lﬂll

rbum

,f"

\hen +he teacher n?tnt& +he er, Mom walked
sﬁniﬂ}x-l* to my desk and made me hand over Dad's
|¢-~ﬂa:r"ln:k¢+ in front of everyone.

FEF;

T +4old Mom it was 400 cold outside for me 4o
walk home without a Jlt’-’.th so she gave me HER

winter coat to wear,
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T wasnt 400 happy about the sitvation, but at
least T was warm on the way home.

Wedresday

B-'y how t‘ftrrbo&? at school has heard about the
v whose Mom made him wear her winter coat, So
+his is gohha make it a lot harder for me to find
a date to the dance.

=] I=I=]1 ==
L

| |

A
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That's why The Jtn&ﬂi bes+ shot is 4o take
someone ‘IIL DDESNT g to ry school to the
darce. And T think Tve found the P:r&c-l* place
to look: church.

T've heard that the students at the church school
think the kids who go to ?uillrr. school are ?rt:-?
+uu5h So whenever T run into one of my frie

at church, T make sure 4o ?h?v it real cool in
front of the church kids.

Rmhﬂy Mom has become friends with Mrs.
S-I'nhar.r at church because 'ﬂ\tf both worked on
the Fall Fair Committee.
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The 5+rih5r.rs have two kids who a0 to the church
school, a bof named "rltsle?r and a girl named
Laurel. Tve never u-lmlly seen Nulty, so he must

be down in the basement with the other lit4le kids

Jun'na church.
[

MR. LAUREL MRS,
STRINGER STRINGER STRINGER

A few his'h'ﬂ aqo Mom invited the whole 5+rih5=r
i’:n‘l?; over +o our house for dinner +his Fridn)r.

T +hink she’s ]""?‘-“3 thny and N:sh.?r will click

and Hnr-.h.y can be friends with a real live person

for once.

But T can see a real o??or’runi;,' here for ME.
Laurel is in 51'»:&:, and shes better |aakin3
than most a7 the grls in my class. So this dinner
could rul'iy l:huhge my fortunes.
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Fr.'dn.y

Mom i?-eh-i' a |nh5 time getting +he house rtnd?r
before the Stringers came over, and when T took
a look around, T realized T4 better pitch in, oo,

There were :r—uhrmssihs -I'hhﬁi all aver +the
?lnu. For starters, we still had our Christmas
tree up in +he lilrms room. 1+ was +oo much work
to dismantle i+, so me and Dad Just shoved it in
the garage.

K 3
S

There were J-’-uF:rs -l'npr.cl on all the corners of

our \fnr-ﬂ.y room furniture that were lef+ over from
when Mom {lnb?r*?roo{d +he house after Hni'm?(
started trnw'uins.
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She used ‘mkihﬂ tape to hold the diapers in
place, and THAT wasn+ easy to get off.

(GRUNT)YN . * .
(WHEEZE)

& -

—

Uncle Gar}e was oh the couch in the ;nr-ﬂ?' room
*I'dl:ins 4 hap, so we Jurl‘ covered him with a sheet
and l\afd M!HIJ?( would want 4o sit +here.

Next was the kitchen, Theres a bulletin board on
the wall with different certificates and ribbons
that Mom has given us kids over the }mrs.
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E-urrrhhs m-l-'h name on it is really lame, so
T took it off 'ﬂ\t wall ahd hid it in the an-rrf

- nm{B

* c}‘L.MET‘E{' Humewark Witheut Tears
is hrn:hjr given Lo T 'mw S
b~ |~ e "~

::ﬂ:ﬁ %”F" ~ el R
o Mo olo i
/7 |

57 the time the Stringers showed up, wed taken
care of all +he ma jor stuff, But the visit got off
o0 a reall slw.kr start. You remember how T said
thh?r was afraid of some kid at church who acted
ke a vnn?-rr.? Well, it 4urns out that kid was
‘al:sla}( Stringer.
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So any hope Mom had of Manny making a new
{r.‘tr! was -:ar-u?hhl?' out the window. T"'hhn?(
skipped dinner and spent the rest of the night
hi&ihﬂ in his hdrm, which T wish T couldve
Jm'u:, becavse Mom m.:lt a -F-h:y meal o in?ﬂ‘.'ii

our 3!.-&51'5.

I.'I' was cream of mshram :hickth with asparagus
on top. T know asparagus is supposed fo be rullf
5aoJ for you, but 40 me 45 like kry?‘!'m

T didn't want 4o look unsophisticated in front
of Laurel, 'I'l‘uwsl\, so T decided hjuﬂ close n?'
:fr.s, ?lua my nose, and choke i+ down.

The grown-ups talked about politics and stuff
that wasn't all that interesting, and me and
Laurel just had to sit there and listen.
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Mom 4old Mrs. S-trihs:r about some fnm.y
restaurant she goes o with Dad when -Hwtf have
a date HSH," and Mrs. Stringer said that she
and her husband can never go out for dinner

on weekends because Laurel is nlmys off dnihg
suﬂ'\‘hiha with friends and -ﬂ‘w.}e cant find a
reliable hﬁ)r!iﬁ:r for wult?r.

T told Mrs. Stringer that if -ﬂwy ever need a
hbf&'ﬂtr. 'ﬂ\e?' should call ME.

i I f-‘gurtc] 45 a m}t to 5:+ in 3pod with the
Stringers and get paid doing it. Mom liked the
idea, too, and she said bnb)rsiﬁhs would be a
great experience for me. Mrs. Stringer seemed
?rrH?- in?r:s.ml, n'nJ ﬂ\r. nshcle i T. was free

tomorrow, So I +old her ','l,'. was.
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T dont want 4o get oo far ahead of nfsdf
htn'., but T'm sure one Ju?f T be ﬂ'H’-'ha around
with the Stringers on Thanksgiving and we'l all be
|ﬂu5hih5 about how T used +o hby:ﬁ "7 brother-
n=law, Ntslty, when T was in mddle school.

Saturday
Toright Mom dropped me off at the Stringers’
house at 0:30.

L |

P .-rn-.r""‘ﬁ
o it ..-H-.l
L

Mrs. S+rm5cr said Laurel had alread gone to a
friend’s house, which kind of stunk, because T was
l'wFuhs I n'siﬁ' Srf +o see her for a few minutes
and talk to her about the dance.
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Mrs. S-trihser said T should put N:slr.}« to bed at
3:00 and that 'Hn?‘“ be home around 9:00. She
told me T could watch TV until the got home
and to htll: r-?mlf to ih}r‘!h'hs i f{: fri:ist.

\um_!ﬁ

gt

After Mr. and Mrs. Stringer let, it was just
me and "vl:sie?r. T asked Nﬂ:sic?' if he wanted o
?in a board game or sandhhﬁ like that, but he
n-jvhr. wanted to g0 out in the garage and st'l'
his bike.

4

le e

o
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T +old him i+ was 4oo cold 4o ride his bike outside,
but he said he wanted o ride i+ INSIDE. The
5+rin3:rs have a r'ull?' nice house, and T was

pretty sure 'ﬂuy didnt want Nui:;,! scratching up
their hardwood floors. So T 4old him we needed +o
find Snrnrl'h-ha else 4o do.

‘f-ltsley had a ],wﬂe fi4. After he calmed down he
told me he wanted o color instead. T asked him
where his coloring stuff was, and he said it was in
the laundry room. But when T went 4o get it, T

heard the latch on the door lock behind me.

'
CLICK . IﬁB;l L
ﬂ‘lth 'I- }\uﬂl 'f"hrl: garage Jnnr open, nnd ‘ﬂit

next ihihs I knew Hu’u.'.?! was r‘idihs around 'H\:
kitchen on his bike.

-
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I PMJF:J on the door for him to let me out, but
he Juﬂ $5nurtd me.

ocx | [E]

RNOCK

LI

Next I hur‘d the basement door open, and 1‘l‘lth
a rumbling sound followed b?' a HUGE crash, T
could hear "44:5]:?' crying at the bottom of the
stairs, and T started 4o ?um because i+ sounded

ke he was rull?( hurt.
RUMBLE & @
[ee=
N~ m‘

RUMBLE

8%
\

PN
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But then ‘r-ltslt}( calmed down, and T could hear
him Jrnasfhﬂ his bike back vp to the "rnf of the
stairs. Then he rode down the stairs and crashed
at the bottom AGAIN, followed |:7( MORE 4ears.

T am not exaggerating when T 4l +his went
on for an hour and a half. T -t{ma 1 \nkslr.y
would wear himself out, but he never did. T
remembered that the Stringers said they couldnt
find a balrysH'h'.r for 'hl:sh}(, and now that was
starting o make a lot of sense.

g,

1 'ﬁsurtJ T was gonna have 4o ?Uﬁ!}t 'Ncs'l:?l
for locking me in the laundry room once T got
out of there. What he DEiRVED wds a goocl

s?unkiha. bt T figured that fruhbif wouldnt
'ﬂ}r with the Stringers.
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T decided T4 give Ntsler a time-out, because
that's what my parents nlw?rs did when T
misbehaved as a little kid. Tn fact, when T was
l+tle T even got 4ime-outs from RODRICK.

The thing is, T had no idea Rodrick didnt
nr.hmll?r have the AUTHORITY 4o give me
time-outs. And T cant +ell you how many hours T
la&ged in that time-out chair when Ro!
hbyﬁﬁhﬂ e,

riclc was
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One time T was -I'hrmhﬂ a ball in the house

while T was home alone with Rodrick, and T
-:ﬁdmh'.ly knocked over a wedding photo of Mom
and Dad. Rodrick gave me a half-hour fime-out
for THAT one.

I

When Mom and Dad got home, 'ﬂ\ty saw the
broken ?iﬂu‘l‘t and asked which onhe of us had
done it. T told them it was me but that they
didnt need to give me a punishment, because T4
n.lr‘uJ?r gotten a time-out from RODRICK.

Fil

153




But Mom said the uhl;( people who could hand
out ?mi:hr-:nﬂ were her and Dad, so T ended
up serving DOUBLE +ime-out for breaking
+hat picture.

P XY

T figured ‘A:s’ley deserved a TRIPLE 4ime-out
for |a<kih,3 me in the lavndry room. But it was
getting prety late, and T knew it would look
bad if the Stringers came home and T was s+l
locked inside.

So 1 started looking for another way out. There
was a spare freezer Hn:kins a door o the back
deck, so T pushed with all my mght and gave
r-?‘itl'r" Just :mus-'h room to squeeze 'ﬂ'\rnush and
open +he door.
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T+ was rul':y cold outside, and T was m\y
wearing a T-shirt and pants. T 4ried 4o open
the front door, but it was locked.

T decided if T was gonna catch this kid of f
3w.r&, T'd need the element of surPr.'u. So
T walked around the house and +ried all +he
windows on the first floor until T found one
that was unlocked. T then ?ushul it open and
crawled inside.

{1 / jtll
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T landed headfirst in someone’s bedroom, and after
T looked around T realized it must be Laurels.

Like T said, it was fr:mhs cold outside, so T
needed to warm vp before gong after Nui:}h But
i 7 rnll?e regret -hti:-hs a few minutes to do that,
because in the +ime T was in Laurel's room, Mr.
and Mrs. Stringer came home.
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kh?eful'i}e, we can all have a good chuckle about
this story at some future Thanksgving, too. But
T think it's gonna be a while before Mr. Stringer
i rud?r to qug.h about this one.

Wednesday

After Hwihs, my chances with Laurel S-h'ihﬂ;r,
I ?rr.Hy much gave up on -ﬁhdihﬂ someone to
take to the dance. T+s ohly three &nys away,
and b}( how. everyone whos going is nlrud?'
\uirtJ up with someone else. So T 'FiaurtJ T4 be
i?lh&ihﬂ sl'l‘ul"d'l)f Hg,lﬁ at home ?In?fiha video

snnu 57 ru?riﬂ'li:.

But fesﬂrdny Ra.rley gave me Some news after
one of his Dance Committee nethh_ﬂs that
tl"ldhal‘.d EVERYTHING.
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He said Abigail Brown was upset during the
meeting because the h’f she was going with,
Michael Sampson, has a Fmi?e obligation and had
to cancel on her. So now Aﬁisdil has a dress and
Muht‘han‘fn‘fhtélhuwﬁh.

Bnﬂ'mshﬂnissﬂ farn:*l'aswon?hnhdh
the hero. T +old Rwlcy +his was his bis chance

to come through as my wingmah and hook me up
Hi'l'}'l Ablsiﬂ.

The 'I'Hha iS5, Aﬁﬂﬂﬂ doesn't mlly know me, and
T kind of doubted shed go to the dance with a
person she doesnt know. So T +old Ru’n'lf.r he
should +ell Ah’anﬂ the three of us could go to +he
dance TOGETHER as a "5ruuf of friends.”

Rnwley seemed 4o ke that idea because he's been
erg all +his work on the Dance Committee and
didn't have nh}rum to g0 'm"H\, either.
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1 'Fisvrr.d the three of us could g0 ovt to dinner,
and at the restavrant Ahsuil would get to see
what a great S”}' T was. B}’ the time we got to
the dance, wed walk in as a m.rPh

|||1|l|||l1

The nh*y problem was that wed need « RIDE. T
wasn+ about 4o ask Mom for ane, because the
seats in our minvan are crusted with old Cheerios
and God knows what else. Plus, }m"fihs Mom along
on my date could be a total disaster.

Thkrewif T r:ully wanted to impress Abigal,
T4 need 4o rent a limo, but those +¥1.-hﬂs cost a
FORTUNE. Then T had an idea.
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R-wltfs dad has a n:nll)f nice car, so 1 'Fisurtcl we
could get HIM 4o drive us. Abigail wouldnt even
have to know Mr. Jefferson was Rwie?f's dad. T
we didnt say nhy‘rl\-'hs. shed just think he was a
?rn-fuiiuml driver. T“ul.yh T even get him one of
those hats chauffeurs wear, 4o rullf sell +he idea.

-

AN
& w
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Of course, we wouldnt be able 4o h}v nh?'\‘hha +a
MR. JEFFERSON, either. Me and him kind of

have a bad hi!‘i'ory, and Tm sure he wouldn't be
laokina to do me n'ny extra favors.

'ﬁxinss started fnil.inﬂ into place *to&u;(. Rm-rlaf
talked 4o ﬂksnﬂ, and she likes the whole "3rou?
of friends idea. And on top of that, Mr.
Jefferson agreed to drive us to the dance.
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S0 now Tm keeping my fingers crossed that
'M'H‘uhs will ha??th between now and Siﬁﬂ.’lﬂy

night o screw things up.

Frida

T told Uncle G-ur?- about the dance, and he seems
even more excited about i+ than 1 am. He wanted
o krow all +he detals, Lke how man ?ﬂ:?lt were
gonna be there and 'rfﬂu?'}u'redn J. Bt T
didnt know the answers to his questions, because
Rohle?"s +he one on the Dance Committee and
that stuff is kind of in his department.

I was more ;ﬂwﬂd on 'rlhdrhs Sﬂﬂ‘ﬂﬁlhs 4o
WEAR. Uncle Gary told me f T rr.u“ want +o
impress y date, gshwl& wear a sut. I went in

Mn:ks closet and found a suit that he nr.'hmliy
wore to one of Uncle Gnr?rs m&d-hss
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T couldnt find o r.ulusht in Rodrick’s Juhk
drawer, but T DID find a bottle of that I:-o:])e
s?rn?c -I-hz},"rt nlua?es n&uﬂisihs onl V. 'I was

a little nervous about using it, though, because if
that stuff rnll}( works like +11r.Jr say in the ads,
then tomorrow night could be a nightmare.

l"".)( Great Uncle Bruce passed away 4 few years
ago, :md I i:mwwthadubmwiﬂ'\mofl‘ds

?trsaml stuff in the garage. T found a bottle of
his toloﬂht and ried a li+4le on my wrist.

T+ made me smell hﬁ:ﬂy like Great Uncle Bruce,
bt T figure it's safer +han using that bo&y spray.
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T even asked Dad 4o take me 4o the 3r‘nr.:ry
store, where I bnuﬂh'f a box of +lm5e Valentine s
chocolates for Ahauil. T never should ve taken
the {I‘:“ﬂ?'ll'mht off the box, though, because Tve
d|ru&f htlF:J r-u?-sd{ o +he buttercreams, peanut

clusters, and caramels.

Ha?efull?h Abr'ﬂuil likes +he cocorut chocolates
and the ones that taste like +m+’n?ns+t, becavse
that's all that's r:nll?: left at this point,

S-d-‘l'l.-fén?
Tnmgh*l' was the nshi' of the llis Valentine's Dn?(
dance, and it ot oft 40 a REALLY rmsh star+,
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When T went over 4o Raulty*s house to get

mdf. T noticed he had little red bumps on his
face that looked like mosqurto bites. But then T
realized what those spots were: CHICKEN POX.

T

~—

Ever since Evan Whitehead showed up at school
with chicken pox a few weeks 490, 45 been
s?rudiha like wildfire in my class.

This past week four La?(s were sent home b?f +he
school rwrse. LTm prety sure one of those guys
was the Mad Pantser, because there havent been

nh}f Pnnﬂ.‘ns intidents since THESJI?‘.
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T b sk o SUPER bzt
and whenever a kid gets them, theyre not allowed
o come back 4o school for a week. T couldn't
afford to have Rnhlt?r out of commission for even
one NIGHT. He was my ride +o the dance, and
T knew that if his mom and dad didn't let him
90, then T couldnt 99, either.

T +old Ro'-th? he had the chicken pox, bt T
?rnhb’iy should ve broken +he news 4o him slnwl?(
instead of all at once.

Rawl:y was gonhna go ﬁm'ﬂlﬂ downstairs and tell
his ?nr:n-l's, but T 4old him to calm down and wed
i'igur: this out h:gr.ﬂv.r.
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T said if he could Jurl' get 'l'hr'nua}u the hia‘lﬁ
without 'h':“ih& ﬂh?‘u'l"l:. T4 owe him for the rest
of my life. All he needed to do was cover up his
chicken pox and not make a hia stink to his
parents. Wed both a0 4o the dance and have a

srtn-f time, nh& ho one Huul& even l'mrt to khuw.

But Rawle}z was too freaked ovt 4o think
s+m'3*'\+, and T had 4o give him 4wo coconut
chocolates +o quiet him down.

v .ﬁﬁﬂ

- ﬁf{_}ﬁ

I m
Now that Rowley knew he had the chicken pox,
he was going CF&\ZY with the ;"I'thihs. Se T

so'l' some socks out of his dresser and ?u‘i' +hem
on his hands.

s
f 1
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y ﬁgw'd Rowh?"s mom and dad ?rnhblf knew
what chicken pox looked like and we had o find
a Hn?‘ to cover them up- So we went into his
parents’ bathroom and looked through his Moms
mkr_v? kit 4o see if there was nhff'hihs we could
use. L found some stuff called “concealer,” and
that sounded about riaH to me.

T used a little brush T found in a drawer and
then 4ried o cover up the problem areas on
Rowl:y’s face.

But you could totally tell that Rowley was wearing
mkr_v?. 5a. L 3“5{(4 a silk scarf from the

top of Mrs. Jeffersons dresser and 4old Rawlty
1o ‘["-"l' i on and cover vp around his mouth.

Then T noticed he had a few chicken pox on his
FOREHEAD, so T found a beach hat in his moms
closet and had him put that on, too.

167



T'm not gonna say R-owh: looked +n+nl| normal,
but at least you :nu’itlh+ ﬂ'll he had ﬂ\: icken pox.

w9

T kind of }-.clcl breath when we got into +he
car, bt T 'ﬁ'\-nk Mr. Jefferson Just ﬂ-.nuﬂH
Rmdr.ys getup was some kind of mddle school
fashion +Hh3, and he didnt sn?' a word.

/4

s

N

When T opened the back door 4o get in, T was
?rcHy sur?n‘sul to find Ruwir.?f‘s old booster seat

-I'«!ul:.'r-.\:_:r up one of the spots.
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T asked Rowlt:f whr he still had o booster seat in
his dads car, and he said 'ﬂmy Just never took it
out once he got hﬂ thnuah for the rcﬂulur seat,
But come 4o think of i+, Tie ulmys 'ﬂwmah'l'
Raw’le?' seemed a little too +all whenever he drove
ﬁy with his fnr-il?'.

. TE— T ST S, TN eI . e, s

e LY ———

T knew we had 4o take thet thing out before we
went to F:ck vp l%iﬂdi'u because a limo Cm?ﬂh?l
would never have a booster seat in one of its cars.
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Bu-t?m needed o be some kind of an engineer o
ﬁsqrr. out how 4o undo the tln!? on that ﬂu’h&
By that point we were nlmdf late picking vp
Ahsail, so we had to Just leave it.

When we pulled into Abigail’s &n‘nr:m}r, T asked
Mr. Jefferson to honk the horn to let her know

we were there.

But Mr. Jefferson wouldnt honk the horn,
because he said thats no way to treat a "Indy."
He said one of us was ganna have +o go to her
front door and "escort” her.

Rawl:y started +o get out, but T realized this
was ry big chance to make a good first impression
on Abism'h So T walked vp to +he house and

knocked on the door.
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But Abigail didnt come to the front door—her
DAD did. A?Furenﬂy, Mr. Brown is a state
trooper, or hc‘juﬁ likes thssins vp like one.

Y R Y

Mr. Brown said Abisuil was vpstairs getting remi?r
and shed be down in a mnute.

)



He 4old me 4o come inside and have a seat while
T waited. T4 felt like we were sitting there an
HOUR waiting for Abigail +o come downstairs,
and T really didn't like the look of the handeuffs
Mr. Brown id on hs bel+.

1 ﬁhﬂll}f decided this was wn)r too0 much stress for
a Valentine's Dn?f dance and was ru:ir to bail out.
But risl'rl' as T went to leave, Ailism'l came down
the stairs.
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The first +Hh3 T noticed was that Ah‘am"i was
wearing a rull?e me)t dress, and T knew there
was ho way the three of us were gonna it in
the backseat of Mr. Jeffersons car. But there
was no way T was sitting in 'Rwlt?-*s booster
seat, either, so T volinteered 4o ride vp front.
Besides, T knew Mr. Jefferson had heated
front seats, so 1 fisured ¥ rdﬂhi‘ as well +ake
nJthsr. of that.

Mr. Jefferson had a F:Ir. of papers in the
passenger seat becavse T quess he was ?hhhihs on
Juihs his taxes or sanr.'l'hhﬂ while he was waiting
for us at the dance.

T+ was 400 much of a hassle 4o move all that
stuff, so 1 decided o J'urf ha? in the way back
of the car so we could get on with the m’g*ﬂ.
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Abigail didnt seem oo bothered I!;r the fact that
Raﬂt}l was sitting in a booster seat, and Tm
?re-i-l)t sure she -I'hms}rt he was Juﬁ Joihﬁ it as
a Jnkt.

But humor is kind of MY +hing, and T wasnt
about 1o let Rw’iey steal my thunder.

T+ got kind of quet in +he car, so T asked

Mr. Jefferson if he could turn on the radio. But
instead of ?uﬁhs on some music, he tuned in o
some boring talk radio station, and that's what we
had o listen 4o for the rest of the ride.
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THE DOW JONES INDUSTRIAL
AVERAGE FELL O.3 PERCENT
ON NEWS OF THE FEDERAL
RESERVE RAISING

Lm pretty sure he just did that because he was
ﬂ.hhn)ud 4 called him “Driver.”

Rawl:?' and Aﬁi&uﬂ got into a conversation, but
I. was risl‘d' next o H\: 5?cnktr: in the back
and T couldnt rull?' hear what ﬂu?' were saying.

175



When Mr. Jefferson w\lt& over, 1 thouaht we were
at the restavrant. But wed ﬂn?FuJ at a r:?u..'r
slwf o ?ir.k up Mr. Jeffersons vacuum cleaner.

A-l- that th'l' I m‘slwd I'& Juﬂ mghtti vp
the money for a limo, because a professional
driver wouldnt have run errands on the way to
the restavrant.

DuB > VALUUIVI _
REPAIRS

T'd made a reservation at Spriag,u*s, which is that
fnhcy restavrant Mom and Dad are nlwnfs talking
about. T knew it r-i_ﬂhi' be a li+tle ?r}r.:f, bt T4
saved up a lot of roney from chores and T r'tn"?r
wanted to impress Abigal by looking like a big shot.
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When we ?u“tJ into the ?nrkihﬂ lot, Mr.
Jefferson opened the back for me. But when
T 5.91- ovt, nf suit was covered in all +hese
greasy smears from the vacwum cleaner.

T didnt want 4o look like a slob, so T Just left my
Jﬂkﬁ in the car, and we went into the restavrant
together. T was hoping Row‘lc?‘ would take a hint
and s'hu?' back with his dad, but he came n'ﬂh’r
along with us.




Sprigges was a LOT fancier than T thought

i+ would be. When we walked in, the host +old
us $his was an “upscale establishment” and that
S:h-l‘ltr-:h were rt.quir:d o wear sPor-i's J'n:hﬂ.

ni

But there was no ml?f I was gonha wear rn?! J-f‘??
st ‘jm:kth so T asked the host if he could
Just make an exception this one time. He said he
wdclh"l' lw'!' 'Hm-l' 'th. restavrant hnd sPuﬂ: s?ar-ts
Jnf.l‘.tﬂ I could borrow. 'ﬂ'\: one h: gave me was a
li+tle h’ﬂ} bt T Fu’r #* on anyway.
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When we sat down T noticed a terrible smell
and tried to figure out where it was coming from.
Then T realized it was coming from ME. y guess
that loaner jacket had been used b;r a hundred
different Ptﬂfli‘- without ever ﬁuhﬁ washed.

T didn't want 4o smell like sur-ebody elses body
udnr &uﬁ'ns J-’rﬂ:n 50 I tntuitd n?fstlf ‘o a0 +to
the bathroom and scrubbed the sports jackets
underarms with soap and water, then dried them
with the hand err.r.

=
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Well, 'H\HJ'US'? made i+ WORSE, because the
heat activated the B.O. and it i?r':uJ‘

That was i+ for me. T +old Aihaﬂ and Rawley
his ict was for ?hnnr_s and we should JuH
take off.

T lef+ rn? Juckrl' with the host at the front,
and the three of us walked out the door. T said
r-n?fl)c we should Just ski? dinner and 90 r'-'g}'rl' to
the dance, but Ahuﬂnﬂ said she was ru"?f huhﬂrf ;
and 'Rowh}e said HE was starving, too.
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The nhl?' other restavrant in the area was Carhfs,
and T told them there was no way T was going
THERE. But Row'm?' said he rul'i? likes the
dessert bar at Curh?"s; and Abisaﬂ said that
sounded sood to her.

T was mll?' starting o regret having Rowlr.}-
n'luha on this date, because if all he was gonna do
was take Aﬁ&snirs side, T4 get outvoted every
single time. But T didn't want to make a b}a deal
dbort 4 in he riddle of my dete, 50 T just bt
my l'-? and we walked three blocks 4o Cor‘ny's.

Lu:kﬂ?u T remembered about the tie issve before
we walked in the front door, and T stuffed mine
in my back ?o:l:rl' at the last second.
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But T didnt have time 40 warn Rowley, so now
his tie is & Permmn+ Fnr+ of the Wall of Shame.

i

i

c:rl’hyls was a total ZOO. I"‘.}f 'Fﬂ.nl?r usw"?' goes

on a wttkﬁg,hh but it's a whole different scene on
a 5d+urdn7'.
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The good news was that since we didnt have any
little kids with us, +}\t:; didn't seat us in Children’s
A"t:f. But the “adult” section of Cor'hr's wasnt a
whale lot better. All that separates the two sides

is some glass, and we got seated right next 1o a
{dnﬂy wiﬂ‘. a bul“n‘.h of HIH ki&s.

T asked our waitress if we could move, and she
made a sour face and took our stuff +o another
table. But T wish we had Juﬂ S'I.'n?m& where

we were, because our new sitvation wasn+ an
En?l'ﬂ‘f:ﬂh‘l’.
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T didnt want 1o ask the waitress to move us a
SECOND time, because the last person you want
to make mad is the person who's sr.nrrhﬂ ?‘nu ?'nur
food. So T put a cnu?hafr-:rws up against the
window to block my View.

& 5T

Our wartress l'uruus-'h‘l‘ u§ corn th?s, and Rowle
took the socks of f his hands so he could eat. 'JZ.
Ji&h*'l' '!’hlhk it was m‘\ a aﬂ.n‘l' idea for all of us
to be 5rnl:bih3 dﬁi?s out of the same basket while
Rohrlt?' had the chicken pox, $o g 1 hirf it hear me.

/

E.'ur)' +ime Raw’it:f looked like he wanted a :h?, i &
Pusw one to him with a straw.
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T couldnt remember if the chicken pox is airborne,
S0 whenever R-:mh?( talked T held my breath Just
1o be sure.

At one pont he told vs a rul'ly |nh5 rhﬂr?‘ about
m'ﬂ'ihs +hat hnf-?th:& 4o hum last summer, and
by the end T almost ?ussr.é out.

FAMILY WILL NEVER RENT

T +old Ah‘snﬂ and Poul:y +hat T was F"'}"-"ﬂ for
dinner so 'ﬂ'-.:?l should get whatever wanted.
T was ‘I'r)‘ihs to show off a little for Li&uﬂ by

'l"'hrnrwhg N)f mm?r around.
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But when the waitress came back, Abigail ordered
TWO appetizers, and so did Rowlt?u

The waitress couldnt understand what F-ouln?r
was saying because of his scarf, though, and he
pulled it down to speak. But when he did, a single
molecule of spit flew in the air and landed on my
bot+tom ii?.

POTATO

PEELERS,
PLEASE!

z || -

/

.......
-------

T let my Jaw go *i'u‘rul'.?' slack so the molecule
wouldn't get into my mouth., T 4ried o Hﬁy calm
on the outside, but on the inside T was 'h.ﬁ'n“?r
'Frulr.iha out.
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T wanted 4o wipe I.'? with m?kih, but T
drnf?tc‘ i+ on the Xm{ and t:u{clh*-l' reach it. So
T waited until Abisaﬁ was distracted and then
ui?ttl my IiP on her sleeve.

We placed our order, and T asked for a plain
}\nnhn'atr ‘o save mmy 1%-'3.;1 ordered the
T-bone steak, which is the most expensive item on
the merw, and Mtf&ﬂ*%ﬂm&ha:m
'I'l\uush T was kyih& +o sis'm| for him o order
something cheap.
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When our food came out, my hamburger had
lettuce and tomato on it, because at Corh'y}s ﬂ'u:?r
ALWAYS get your order wrong. T +ook off the
lettuce and tomato, but there was mayahhaise on
n}r lmrazr, too.

\When our waitress came around agan, T +old
her T4 ordered o lmr&cr with M‘I"ru?ns on it. Se
she took a m?kih and Just m‘?ul the mranmi!t
off, then left the napkin right in the middle of
the table.

T lost my appetite after that. But even if T
WAS hmﬂr)-, 1 Frnimﬁl?r wouldnt have finished
meal an . T you clean your th at
Nf 5, *I']\y::.zs a ?it;':urt at bottom that I

rul'iy cant stand.
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T just sat there and waited while Abigal and
Roul:y ate their steaks, and when 'H\:}? finished
. % signaled for the waitress to come over so 1
could pay the bill.

But then Rawlty and Aflialﬂ said ‘ﬂ\tf wanted
dessert. The whole reason we came to Cnmfs in
the first place was for the dessert bar, which
comes free with your meal. But of course Rwlty
and Abiauil each wanted to order a SPECIAL
dessert off the menu, which costs extra.
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I. 30'1’ vp and found our waitress 4o el LH‘ it was
Rawltri ﬁr‘-l'hdnf because T knew then hed get
a free dessert. So a few minutes later the waiters
and waitresses all came out and sang Ha???r
B-'rﬂadn?f" ‘o Row-'lr.y and gave him his free cake,

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU, /7
HAPPYBIR‘H-IDAYTUY&JJ

Aﬁi&nil still ordered a +rr'?1r.-|n er chocolate
cheesecake, which she ahly +ook +two bites out of.

When the bil came, T couldnt BELIEVE how
much it was, T had 4o use all the maney in my
wallet, and T even had to ?uli out the five dollars
T was l:::?;ha in ny sock in case of an :mra:hl:?f.
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The waitress wouldnt take the money T had in my
sock because i+ was a little wet, so T had 1o 90
out 4o the car and ask Mr. Jefferson if he had o
five-dollar bill he could +rade.

When T 9ot back 4o the +able, Rawl:f and
Abigail were in the middle of a conversation, and
i+ seemed 4o me lke 'I"I'm?r were sitting a little
closer than when 14 lef+t.
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g B -thauah-f about gving Ab:sm'l a huds-wF that
she r-is]ﬂ' waht to ku? her distance from Rowlt?',
but T was afraid shed bail on the date if she
found out about the chicken pox.

The +hree of us got back in the car, and Mr,
Jefferson drove us 4o school and dropped us off
at the front door. He aave Row’lt?r a biﬁ lwsr
which T'm sure seemed prety weird to Abigal if
she +hosr31\+ he n!n'lly was a Fmﬁsmm| driver.
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"n-\g theme of +he dance was "M-'Jﬁ&h'f " anis,“
and T have 4o adm+t the Dance Committee did a
?rr.H?! 500& Jﬁb The gym was decked out to look
ke a street in France. There was a Inha table set
up with punch and snacks, and there was even a
chocolate fourtain with strawberries for J'P?'hﬂ

fLl AMUUR |.

e R LI L | - |

\We handed over our ickets and +hen got in line
for photos, Each couple had their picture +aken in
front of a Imkdrnl? of Paris.

1%



\h"\:h 't was our turn, I 51’@& HH"’\ Abi&ﬁi! nnJ
the Fl'.a'l'narn?]\:r sm?f.*t& our F-}m‘h:; But T wish
14 known Rnwl:?' was gonna get in the picture
WITH us, because T wouldve just skipped it.

chﬂwﬁf n {Paria

Vit s Dhamev

Sam-rhihﬂ about the DJ locked famliar +o me,
and when T got cdloser T realized i+ was Uncle
Gnl“?f Dont even ask me how HE got the job.
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Uncle Gnry mustve seen it as an nF?urﬁn{y to
unload his T-shirts on nf classmates. T+ was dark
in the 57” , S0 kids didnt know 'H\r.?‘ were 3:Hin3
ripped off.

One minute A!hsml was i‘hlh:l-hs r -31\‘1' next to me,
and the next she was gone. T ﬁml‘:?t s?oﬂtcl her on
the other side of the gyn talking with her friends.

T walked over to them, but before T got there
"'I""‘_f all went into +he ﬂirls' bathroom *l'nsrfhr.
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T have no idea what it is about grls that makes
them 90 +o the bathroom in groups, but sar-:*ﬂ'\ih_g
about i+ hn??m'nﬂ NOW rullr made me nervous.

T didn't know what Abigal thought of me, bt T
figured she was Prohbl?« telling her friends right
at that moment. The ba?ﬁrbu‘l’l’trmn i§ ria,h'l' next
to +he 3,rls' in the gym so T went in there and
?rtsstJ my ear to the wall.

/ ?@

T could hear a lot of 5‘5&““3* bt T couldnt
mﬂf make out the conversation because of all +he
racket in the lh}rs' bathroom.
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T 4ried 4o get Pcn'?lr. to stop r-lkihﬂ noise, but

it was no use.

T+ got quiet on the other side of the wall, 50 T
walked back into the g™ and Abianil and her

i':ri:h-uh were over 5}( 'ﬂ\: ?umlﬁ

At 7:50, Uncle Gur?' turned vp the music, and it
looked lke the dance was gonna get started for
real. But thats when some ?tn?k' my Gramma's age
started trickling in.

Ly
Pﬂ‘rif




By 8:00 there must have been a hundred of them
crowded around the entrance. There was some sort
of commotion between one of the teachers and a
few of the senior citizens, so T got closer 4o see

what was ﬂmhﬁ .

The senior citizens claimed +h¢?r':l booked the gym
for a town meeting about the new Senior Center.
Mrs. Sheer told them she reserved +he gyr for
the dance two weeks age.

But the seniors said 'l."n!.?' reserved it 4wo MONTHS
ago, and 'I'l\:?r had the Fn?tmurk to prove it.

The Senior Center people said us kids were gonna
have 4o clear out of the gym so +]'u:?r could have
their r-u-ﬁha.
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But then some of the grls on the Dance
Committee got in on the conversation, and it
looked like it was about o get usl)«

Just when it seemed like a fight was gonna break
out, Mrs. Sheer suggested a compromse. She said
we could put up the partition in the mddle of the
gym and the seniors could have their meeting on one
half and us kids could have our dance on the other.

«— PARTITION

HOkatE - ON
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Everfoody seemed +o be able 4o live with that
ndm* nn& 'Hw Jnhi‘l‘ur ?u‘l‘ vp +he 'Fnr'h'l'unh.

SRS

Lusihs half of the gy was kind of a bummer, but
what killed the mood was the LIGHTS. There’s
unl'y one switch for the overhead l.ﬂ]\ﬂ in the
'?]{‘m, and ‘H‘\:}' had 1o be either all on or all of{.

e senior cihizens wanted them on for their
meeting, so that was the end of +he "HJJHSH' in
Paris” vibe over on our side of +he a;m.

2103 11 (]




The im'_aH liﬂhﬂ were bad for Uncle Gﬁry, +o0,
because now all the kids who bought shirts from
him could see ‘l’hr.?f*& gotten ripped off, and ‘ﬂ\t}(
started Jtmh&iﬁs their m\'\t}f back.

Urnele Gar:f tried 1o distract ﬂrr.l')rum b}f turning
the music up, and a lot of people hit the dance
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The girls danced in a big group in the mddle of
"l'"ht . E.'ﬂ. once in 4 h‘l\ﬂ: a would to
Jnm?his way ?ﬁ-l'u the grovp, i:u-??h: sir'ls-;z\ri
formed a kind of wall that kept the boys out.

T didnt rull)« understand that until T +ried

to make a move o break info the circle and got
+u+n‘llr blocked.

One of the seniors came over 4o our side of the
gym and mnFluih:d that the music was too loud
and it 'ﬂ:tdtd to be turned wn;,' down.

@\3%
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So Urcle Gnr?' lowered the volume bf about 80%,
and then we could hear every word of the Senior
Center meeting.

LET THE RECORD SHOW THAT MRS. FISHBURN
HAS SECONDED THE MOTION TO HAVE A
COFFEEMAKER IN THE KITCHENETTE.

ﬂﬁhﬂ\ﬂqqmvu
l‘_

y

N\

Y

That didn't seem 4o bother +he sirls, Mﬂl‘u A
lot of them ook out their ?f.rsurul mUSIC Phrnri
and juﬁ l’.t?'l' Jnnﬁn&.




By that point most of the bnys had had enough.
All that time being on their best behavior around
+he sirli had 4aken i4s 4oll, and a lot of +he gvys

Just +a-’ru|'|?' et loose.

Mrs. Sheer and the rest of the :thtrums tried
to calm the bays down, but it was lwo?r.ltss. T+
was o ru"?( wild scene, and it was a:hnll‘f getting
a little ng,truus.

T 1'-'|'mu3h'l' about going over 57' the bleachers +o
3:1' out of ﬂr.r}mh:‘s wn?r, but at that moment

the Mad Pantser struck "‘5“’." and T decided T
was better off where T was.
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E.H'try once in a while, a few latecomers would walk

in and turn rialﬁ'l' back around when ﬂ'm?f Saw
what was huF?tﬁhs in +he afn. But at around
9:00, Michael Sampson walked in holding hands

with Cherie B:"Iinhatr.
N

‘ e
| .& I'*1"“".':;.-

=

Michae! was +he ba)l Abigal was SUPPOSED 4o
go to the dance with, bt T guess his "hr-ﬂ?«
ublisn'ﬁ-nh" s'l'or?' was just a lse.
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Ah& Jvdtha from the look on h’s ﬁu, I Juh*'l'
think he was expecting Abisa-*l +o be there, either.

After that, it was Just a whole lot of drama.
Michael took off and lef+ his date behind, and
Abigail spent the next half hour bawling her eyes
out in the corner of the gym-

T did what T could o hdip make Ah'snfl feel

better, but she kind of had a4 crowd around her,
so T m not sure she n:-h-nliy noticed.
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RiﬂH’ about that time, the Senior Center meeting
wrn??d vp, and a few of the seniors started
Jr#ﬁng over +o our side of the 3}en and l‘tt'?ihs

themselves to the refreshments.

’ﬂu?r went "fhrwsh ‘I’hr. strawberries ?rrl"l?' quitj:,
nhcl then 'I'}mrr, was ho‘l'hihﬂ for ?cn?h: to di? "
+he chocolate fountain.

A[F[E[ |AM[D
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So kids started iﬁtkihs their ﬁhﬁtrs dirtr.'H?' in

the fountain, and it was clnl"h?"s all over again.

I:;! |A!M!UIU!R[ .
) g ' ﬁu ’

One kid lost a contact lens in the chocolate
fountain, and Mrs. Sheer had everyone stand back
so she could fish i+ out when i+ {?ﬁtltd back ﬁrn-uﬂh.

Since ﬂ\t r-:ﬂ.’na was over, Uncle Gnr;; +umc4
'f'lht MUSIC Em‘.k vp.
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But the old folks started mkiha song requests,
and the next 'H\ins )mu Knew, our Valentine s Pd.)(

dance was overrun By serior citizens.

) Just watched ﬂ:ry'ihns ?lu?! out from y spot
nanihs'l.‘ the back wall, thdtrihs vrl\f T4 even
wanted o 90 4o the dance in the first ?iur.t. 5 8

was also Huf-l*ihﬂ to I"tsrﬂ rot wurihs -ﬂm Lp&y
spray T found in Rodrick’s junk drawer, because
Great Uncle Bruce's m|a5h: was atiracting ?cu?h

outside ”7 age group.

? &
ks i
W ANE
- i Y
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T+ was almost 10:00, and Uncle Gary announced
that the next song would be the last one of the
ria’h-l'. When +he music started ?ln?r.'ns, a few
kids ?nirtd vp and walked out on the dance floor
as tnuf'lts, which was the first time that had
'M??thl:d all night.

T couldn’t wait for the song to end, because this
dance was a total disaster, and T Just wanted
to a0 home and Plu?e some Video games So T codd
erase the whole experience from Py brain.

But Jus‘l' when T 1'}\1:051'\‘!' ‘I'h'has couldnt get nn?f
worse, L saw 'Rub?' Bird and she was coming right

for me.
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or if T'd somehow done sandHhs to make her
mad, but T did not want 4o end up getting
bitten at a mddle school dance.

T looked for some way fo escape, bt T was

ﬂa??ccl. Lvd':il;p‘; Abiaﬂﬂ walked ria}rt out of the
bathroom at that exact moment, and T Srnbbcd
her hand just before Ruby got to me.

Bl T
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Ahauil's mkeu? was a mess from all +he r.r)riha,
but T didnt really care. T was just }“"F?f +o
haw. an excuse to sc'l' nw?' from Rub" A,r-.& +o be
honest with yous T think )%13&4 was 'M.???' to
see me, to0, so 1 led her o an m?-i?' s?-o+ on
the dance floor.

T'd never slow-danced with a gl before, so T
didnt know where T was supposed o put m
hands. She put hers on my shoulders, and

put mine in my pockets, but that felt kind of
dumb. So we met in the middle, and that seemed
about n'ah‘l’.

Then T noticed something oh .r%isuﬂ's chin. T4
was a li+tle red hm? +hat looked EXACTLY like
one ﬂ'r E-D'Nllyls l“ﬂkth ?ﬂi.
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Now, before T say what hn??mcl next, let me
Jus-l' nPla.in in n}r defense that T was ih‘tﬂ.&? oh
edge about the whale chicken pox thing.

But T admt, T MAY have overreacted a lidtle.

T+ 4urns out it WASN'T chicken pox, though. T+
was just a ?in?lm When f‘\bigni'l wWas r.r;(iha, her
m':cu? mustve washed off her chin.

A ,Ikhﬂw +hat NDW. but a in
smruhbl?r would Ve reacted the HZZ:-P :{r
T did.
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But I. .|,J|.::|-u'-lP -Hmnk Ab;&ail saw it ‘ﬂ'uﬁ wu?r, because
on the ride home she wasnt real r.’nl.ﬂ?( with me.

\When we ?u"r.d vp to Aﬁiﬁﬁirs house, Rnhh?'
walked her 4o the front door. That was fine with
me, because i+ gave me a chance to finish off the
rest of the chocolates. And after the night T
Just had, T was 'l'n'l'ﬁ"}r STARVING.
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%.-clusdn}‘
A lot has happened since the Valentine's Dny dance.

A few ciirs ago Uncle Gnr}( housh-i' a bunch of
scratch tickets with the money he made il.'."lin&
T-shirts, and one of his tickets was a forty-
thousand-dollar winner. So he ?nid Dad the money
he owed him, wished me luck with the “ladies,” and
maved out of the house.
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The other his news is that T got a full-blown
case of the chicken pox.

—7. B
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T can't say for sure how T got them, but T
rul‘ly ixo?t it wasnt from Rowley, because T'm not
that u:rn?' about the idea of a h of Ra»nh?r*s

virus cells attacking ry imeune. System.

Inm pretty sure T DIDN'T get the chicken pox
from Rawhr, +|\ol-r5h Tve seen him m|kih5 1o
school +he past few days, and from what T can
tell, he's been wearing {u's mom § ml'.tu? on his
chin. So T +hink +those red bm?s r\iﬁhﬁ: been
?in?lts, Just like Aﬁiamfs.

And s?ml'.iha of Rawlr.f and Aﬁism'h T heard
that the two of them are a couple now. All T can
say is if that's true, it makes Rm-rk?! +he worst

wingman in 'lhii'fﬂr')(.
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Th .wp?uml 1o ﬁn?r home from school for at
least a week. The soocl news is that with everyone
out of the house, T can take Img baths without

uh?'uu ba‘l‘h:rihs me.

But T will admit all that floating around isn't as
great as T remember it, and after just an hour
{'ow skin gets all wn’hkl;;. So dont ask me how T
ved that way for nine months.

Plus, T get a little lonel i!ﬁha 57 n?sclf all day.
Or at least T THINK T'm alone. Today T had o
fresh towel next o the +ub, and when é u?thl:al

nytyuﬂ'mssau.

So either mb«ly's messing with me, or Ia}mh}f
Cheddar is at it again.
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Love is in the air—but what
does that mean for Greg
Heffley?

A VYalentine's Day dance at
Greg's middle school has
turned his world upside
down. As Greg scrambles
to find a date, he's worried
he'll be lett out in the cold
on the big night. His best
friend, Rowley, doesn't have
any prospects either, but that's a small conselation.

An unexpected twist gives Greg a partner for the dance and leaves
Rowley the odd man out. But a lot can happen in one night. and in the
end, you never know who's going to be lucky in love.
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